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                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   September 2022 

Greeting Fellow Boating Enthusiasts:! 

Late summer and early fall brings with it lots 

of things for different people.  School starts, 

college football, campaigns and elections are 

all harbingers of the season.  Of course, the 

change is in the air, too, with the arrival of 

ever cooler weather, and - usually - the 

threat of tropical storms and hurricanes.  Un-

daunted and hopeful, many of us head out 

to enjoy the water in the fall, relatively free of 

the summer crowds of July and August. 

 Fall is also òbusinessó time for the club, 

or at least it has been more years than not.  

By that I mean itõs the period during which 

we hold our annual business meeting, solicit 

candidates for the handful of officer and di-

rector positions, hold a big event with cater-

ing, awards, etc., conduct elections and 

begin to draft priorities and budgets for the 

forthcoming year.  Weõve even just recently 

incorporated our chapter with the State of 

North Carolina as an official non-profit entity, 

a designation that offers many protections 

and benefits with few costs.  Keeping in 

mind that Iõm about to invite you who are 

reading this to participate in each of these 

undertakings - I want to emphasize that itõs 

not hard work per se, but that it is a peak of 

activity for the club and its organizers.  Think 

of it like the òworkó that goes into hosting a big 

party - not all that bad considering the good 

times that result from the effort.  (This reminds 

me that my wife prefers I say Iõm òhobbyingó on 

my boats, rather than òworkingó, as the latter 

clearly involves more drudgery than any boat 

project ever afforded.) 

 In any case, fun or not, here comes the 

invitation: we sure would welcome your help 

this fall!!  As you see events that youõd be inter-

ested in assisting with, or calls to positions that 

youõd be able to serve in, please consider re-

sponding.  Any of the current officers or direc-

tors listed would be happy to speak with you 

about what their jobs have entailed and answer 

any other questions you might have.                     

(continued on next page)  
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Presidentõs Column Continued 

While self-nominations for upcoming terms are 

preferred, we also accept òrain checkó nomina-

tions and nominations of others (but you better 

tell them theyõve been nominated before we tell 

them who did the nominating!)   

 In the meantime, I hope you enjoy this 

edition of the newsletter. As always, itõs full of 

excellent reportage on recent and upcoming 

events.  Iõve penned a piece on my òstrange 

lookingó electric outboard.  Thereõs also a fun 

challenge involving everybodyõs favorite me-

chanical cure-all - duct tape.  Thanks, as al-

ways, to the editorial and photographic 

work of Judy Hills, without whom there 

would be no newsletter!  

 Hope to see you at an event soon! 

Cheers, 

Jeff 

Electric Boat -a-Loo by Jeff Martinson  

Iõm not an early adopter when it comes to tech-

nology.  Antique  & Classic Boat Society just 

about says it all for me, not just in terms of 

boats, but stuff in general.  On top of that, Iõm 

shall we say, òfrugaló with money.  As a result, I 

tend to have lots of things that are òlong-in-the-

toothó and/or of dubious provenance: clothes 

from the thrift store, furniture from craigslist, 

cars from the auction, etc.  Granted, I prefer old 

stuff aesthetically and functionally, so a lot of 

what I like is just not available anymore, and 

these are among the only viable options availa-

ble. 

 All this said, I also like my stuff to work, at 

least most of the time.  An occasional 

òbreakdownó, whether itõs a tear, scratch or 

crunch is okay, as there is joy in keeping the old 

things running - mended, refinished and rebuilt 

to be used for some time still.  But if thereõs one 

thing I lack itõs any luck or skill with engines, in 

particular the two -stroke variety.  Chainsaws, 

lawn mowers,  outboards and more all succumb 

to my Anti -Midas Touch.  In the war with these 

mechanical demons I do win a few battles, re-

pairing and rebuilding them to the point of run-

ning again, but never for long enough.  And 

Iõve surrendered.   

 The biggest front was the boating 

one.  But Iõve raised the white flag in my war 

with the two strokes.  Enter the ePropulsion 

Spirit 1.0 Plus outboard motor!  This little guy 

is the easiest, most trouble free motor Iõve 

ever had.  (See above for the quality we 

were talking about here.)  It was purchased 

for use on my trailer sailboats - lightweight 

MacGregor 22 swing keels, for which it is 

actually somewhat inadequate.  This is be-

cause the motor only puts the equivalent to 

3 HP.  But it has a 1276 Wh battery (that 

floats) and super easy controls and user in-

terface.  Itõs equivalent in weight and dimen-

sions to a similarly powerful gas outboard, 

and has a run time of about 1 hour at full 

throttle, 2 hours at half and up to double 

that when just puttering.  The battery de-

taches from the motor, so you could get an-

other for reserve if you wanted longer range 

or you can get special hull-mounted batter-

ies for even longer running.   

                            (Continue on the next page)  
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Electric Boat -a-Loo by Jeff Martinson (Continued)  

As it is with the one detachable battery, it takes 

about 8 hours to recharge from empty on 120V.  

But whatõs best is what you donõt notice - itõs to-

tally silent!  I literally thought it wasnõt working 

when I first used it because it just doesnõt make 

a noise.  The only thing one hears underway is 

the water against the hull.  The main downside 

is that itõs about twice the price of a new 3 HP 

gas outboard.  It also doesnõt have the same 

range, per òpound of poweró - gas versus 

charged battery. 

 That said, itõs perfect for sailing, where 

the wind does most of the powering and a main 

point is to get away from gas and oil, etc.  But I 

decided to try it out on the Thompson Sea Lanc-

er for our wet event on Jordan Lake.  (Normally 

it would have a big gas outboard, but three of 

them have died on the back of that boat over 

the years - including once at the Jordan Lake 

wet event!)  Iõm selling the boat without a mo-

tor, but still wanted to document that the hull 

doesn't leak and have some fun with the gang, 

too.  Like Judy states in her report on the event, 

it was a peculiar looking thing on the back of 

my boat.  It certainly looks anachronistic. All an-

odized aluminum and plastic on a chrome, paint 

and varnish lapstrake.  But it performed wonder-

fully!  We motored across the lake to a little al-

cove where we did some swimming, then back 

again to haul out with the gang.  (All  It was es-

pecially nice having the throttle control you can 

only get from a little outboard in the docking 

situation; I can see why many people like a 

òkickeró for just that.   

 So, all-in-all, Iõm very pleased with the 

electric outboard.  Iõd like to hear if other 

members have had good or bad experienc-

es with this type of propulsion.  Electric pow-

er for boats is far from new (we saw some 

antique launches at both Budsin and Lowell 

Boats at chapter events) but itõs new for me!  

In closing, Iõd like to correct one thing Judy 

said about the event on Jordan Lake that 

relates to the subject of this article: four  

boats returned to the dock without any 

problems, because one of them was doing 

the Electric Boat-a-loo..   
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Fall Fun Run at Lake Gaston Saturday November 12, 2022  

11:00  AM Splash in: Southpointe (formerly 

Morningstar) Marina, Eaton Ferry 

 Review the Lake Gaston map, identify obstacles, 

points of interest & landmarks Exchange phone 

numbers  

Note: $5 fee for using the ramp, now $25 to 

park. Pay in the office trailer on the parking lot 

level.  

(ethanol free gas available here) 

11:30  Depart 

Head WNW toward I -85, cruise south shore 

Head past mile marker 17, enter Great Creek on 

starboard side 

Pass Americamps on port 

Arrive at Holly Grove Marina on rt 903 

Return to mile marker 14, turn to port, up Poplar 

Creek 

Proceed up the creek, under rt 903 to the 

Shady Shack Grill. (ethanol-free gas available 

here) 

12:30 Lunch until about 2:00  

2:00   Return toward Southpointe Marina  

Cruise north shore 

Arrive at marina (between mile marker  8 & 9) 

& pull the boats.  

3:00   òTall Tailsó gathering at The Pointe at 

Lake Gaston Restaurant                                                                           

 

POC:  Jim Alexander pennajim@gmail.com    

919-616-0412 

Marina address:  1865 Eaton Ferry Road,  

Littleton, NC 27850  

mailto:pennajim@gmail.com


 

5 

Page 5 Messing About in Boats  

 

 

Jordan Lake Meet Up 18 August 2022  

 

We know you must get tired of hearing this, but 

you missed another wonderful outing.  Thurs-

day August 18th was an absolutely beautiful 

dayñit almost felt like fall.  Meeting late in the 

day (4:30 PM) on a Thursday was a wise idea as 

the park was almost empty.  The outing was or-

ganized by Chapter Director John Justice.  

Hereõs who else attended:  President Jeff Martin-

son and two of his three teen daughters; VP 

Alan Hills and Secretary Judy Hills;  Director Jim 

Alexander; Director Bill Conley and his wife Sha-

ron; member Mike Triplett; and our newest 

members Neal and Denise Keeter.   

 Treasurer Kevin Leiner had planned to 

attend, but got COVID.  Member Dan Bixler also 

planned to attend, but met with an accident ñ

fell and hurt his leg. 

 Turns out that there was no charge to 

use the park. We had been expecting to pay $7 

per car.  Everyone brought his/her own food 

and drinks which made it easy.  We had a big 

picnic shelter right on the lake to ourselves.  Lots 

of time to catch up on whatõs new in our lives. 

Alan gave each member attending a chapter 

burgee. 

 Mike brought his boat, which was in no 

condition for a ride, but he was very proud of 

the progress he has made on it and wanted us 

to see it.   

 John brought Fins and took Mike, Neal 

and Denise for a ride.  Sharon and Bill rode in 

their boat, Blue Tango.  Alan and Judy took Jim  

in Clippinõ Along.   

 Jeff launched his boat, sans motor. He 

had removed the motor as it was not running 

and had put an electric motor on the boat 

which ran off a ni -cad battery.  He is plan-

ning  to sell the boat and intends to offer 

the new owner a membership in ACBS as 

an incentive.  The motor was very strange 

looking to say the least.  He acknowl-

edged that he was not going to be able to 

keep up with us.  He planned to putter 

around a bit and then leave earlyñbefore 

we got back to the ramp.  

 There were very few boats on the 

lake so launching, riding and retrieving 

were a breeze.   The lake was like glass in 

some places so it was neat to see the 

bows cutting through the water.   

 Member Jeff Gelm flew over the 

lake in the Citation corporate jet he was 

piloting and waved his wings at usñwe 

waved back. 

 At one point we saw a bald eagle.  

John told us that he had come down to 

the lake yesterday and tied the eagle to 

the treeñjust for us! A tall tale if ever there 

was one!  

 Member Robert Blanchard was not 

able to attend due to work, but he arrived 

in time to help us pull the boats.  We were 

amazed and pleased that the three boats 

ran perfectlyñnobody had any issues.   

 One other thing we would men-

tion is that Fins really has fins and John 

had rigged them so that when he braked, 

not only did the trailer lights come on but 

so did the fins on the boat! How cool is 

that!  
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Jordan Lake Pictures  

L to R:  Clara ,  Zoe, and Jeff Martinson; Mike Triplett; Jim Alexander,;John Justice; Alan Hills; 

Sharon and Bill Conley; Neal and Denise Keeter.  (Not pictured:  Judy Hills) 
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Jordan Lake Pictures  

Bald Eagle 

 

 

 

Jeff Gelm 


