Messing About In Boats
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS

November 2022

Greeting Fellow Boating Enthusiasts:!
As those who were there can attest, we
had a great show last month, with perfect
weather, lots of boats and a great crowd of
enthusiastic onlookers. Judy Hills has written up a nice report complete with numerous pictures - no filters added. It truly was
among the all-time best. Thanks to all the
contributors, but especially Blackbeard Sailing Club and the show planners, Alan and
Judy Hills!
Continuing In the spirit of thanksgiving, a theme for November especially, I
would also like to thank those of you who
fielded inquiries about becoming a board
member or officer. We took some rain
checks and well-stated refusals, but we also
had two takers: Dan Bixler and John
Dougherty were both recently elected to
positions on the Board of Directors. Thank
you Dan and John! And thank you to
Alan, Judy, Kevin, John, Jim and Bill for
continuing with your service. We look forward to hearing your insights and working
with you to make the club a fun and rewarding place for everyone.
And speaking of fun and rewarding
places, please be sure to read the calendar
and upcoming event write-ups later in this
newsletter. We’re subject to somewhat an
“embarrassment of riches” with multiple
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events, some of them even on the same day,
but I do want to give a special shout out to
three of them: The Blanchard’s Homestead
(New Hill) event on 11/5, the Fall Fun Cruise
on Lake Gaston (Littleton) on 11/12 and the
Christmas & Holidays Party at the Conleys
(Raleigh) on 12/10.
As always, thanks to everyone who
helps make the club run so well. Your efforts
are appreciated!
Hope to see you at an event soon!

Cheers,

Jeff
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Minutes of the 26 October 2022 Chapter Annual Meeting & Elections
These are the highlights of the meeting. Full
minutes are posted on our website. Click here.
•

Third quarter financials show we have a
checking account balance of $6,759.26.

•

Reminder of the 11/12 fall foliage run at Lake
Gaston

•

Reminder of Christmas Party at the Conleys
on 12/10

•

Chapter members are invited to an family and
friends event at the Blanchard homestead in
New Hill on 11/5—cost of food and drinks—
$15—Not to be missed! Opens at 8 AM, lunch
at 1 PM , closes when everyone leaves. Please
bring a dessert item.

•

11/5 is the Southport show

•

As of 8/24 our chapter is incorporated as a
nonprofit in the State of NC

•

We elected the following officers and directors for 2023 by acclamation:
•

Jeff Martinson, President

•

Alan Hills, Vice-President

•

Kevin Leiner, Treasurer

•

Judy Hills, Secretary

•

John Dougherty, Director

•

Dan Bixler, Director

Lonnie Sieck and Bob Banta both stepped
down as Directors. We thank them for their
years of service. John Dougherty and Dan
Bixler have terms ending in 2024.
Judy Hills submitted an after-action report
on the Boat Show. All agreed that it went
well. Profit was $813.
We ask any members who have ideas for
events or outings in 2023, to contact one of
the officers to discuss it.
We confirmed dates of the 2023 Board
meetings. With the exception of the annual
meeting held in October, the meetings will
be held via Zoom at 7:00 PM. All Chapter
members are welcome to attend. Meeting
dates: January 25, April, 26 and July 26th.
The Annual meeting and elections will be
held on October 25th.

2023 Chapter Board: (L to R):

Alan Hill (VP), Judy Hills (Sec),
John Justice (Director), Jeff
Martinson (Pres), Jim Alexander
(Director), John Dougherty
(Director), Bill Conley (Director),
and Kevin Leiner (Treas).
(Not pictured Dan Bixler-Director).
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Pictures from the Annual Meeting & Election

Chapter Members Invited to the Blanchard Homestead
Chapter members Robert and Patsy Blanchard extend an invitation to us to join them at their homestead (677 Poole Rd. East in New Hill, NC) on Saturday November 5th. The place is open for guests
starting at 8 AM, but lunch won’t be served until 1
PM. Lunch and soft drinks are $15 each—to cover
their expenses. Please bring a dessert. If you have
never been to their place—you won’t want to miss
this opportunity. And if you have, you will for sure
not want to miss this event as there will be demonstrations and old equipment actually in use. Alan
and Judy have been several times and highly recommend you go. Parking will be on the other side of
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the road from the entrance road. They
will have golf carts ferrying people, so
don’t worry about the walk. See ‘ya
there!
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Annual 33rd Wooden Boat Show at Georgetown, SC by John Dougherty
M/V “About Time II,” Jim Dean’s 42’ Chris Craft,
departed the dock at Wrightsville Beach shortly after 9AM on Oct 13th. On board were the
fearless crew: Jim Hartmann, Stan Thorpe of
Wilmington and John Dougherty.
Proceeding down the ICW, Snow’s Cut was
cleared and tanker traffic given a wide berth
on the Cape Fear River. Bald Head Island lighthouse was left to port and soon enough, the
SC State Line came into view near Calabash
and Little River inlet. With lookouts posted, the
well-named “rock pile” section was transited
without incident before reaching N. Myrtle
Beach, where About Time II tied up for the
night. (across from Barefoot Landing) A hearty
meal was enjoyed ashore and then “lights
out.”
Friday dawned auspiciously and conditions
remained ideal for the scenic delights of the
tea-colored Waccamaw River. Like stepping
back in time. Before long, the ship was overtaken by a 38’ Elco piloted by John Tinney and
M/V Karen, also en route to the show. Upon
arrival at Georgetown that afternoon, marinas
and harbor were full and options limited. Due
to a dinghy propulsion malfunction, paired
with a mysteriously absent oar, improvisation
became necessary. Eventually, the crew
reached the docks without incident. Special
arrangements by our on-board dockmaster
Emeritus, Stan Thorpe, made it possible to tie
up for the night.
After sampling the charms of the Georgetown
waterfront, an impromptu blue grass band appeared on the docks next to John Tinney’s Elco that evening. (word has it some of the players are Jim Dean’s relatives) Many old-time favorites were played and sung. The 4 guitar
and harmonica players, plus mandolin, banjo
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and yes, even a large Viola had appeared like
magic from nearby sailing schooner. A rare
treat and sweet music to the ears of all those
nearby.
The Saturday show was as good as ever. Many
exhibits and fine boats. The timed construction of 2 rowing skiffs in under 3 hours, followed by an in-water race, was a highlight.

Return trip on About Time II was by Jim and
his wife Alice, while the crew drove home via
“land” yacht. In short, a memorable Fall excursion not soon to be forgotten.
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Georgetown, SC by Pictures by John Dougherty

Website photo
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Chapter Boat Show
The Chapter Boat Show was held for the second
year in a row at the Blackbeard Sailing Club
(BSC) in Fairfield Harbour in New Bern. Mike Triplett designed the poster (see below) and Alan
Hills was the show coordinator.
The event began on Friday October 21,
2022 with a 3 PM cruise from BSC to New Bern
and back. There were four boats that participated: Hunky Dory (Hills—Chris Craft Dory), Blue
Tango (Conley—Chris Craft Special Runabout),
Debbie Ann (Mahoney—Thompson Sea Coaster),
and Boo Boo (Hartman—Chris Craft Continental).
The weather was nice and the Neuse River was
calm—making for a smooth ride. The cruisers returned at 4:30 PM. The social was held on the

elevated deck of the BSC club house with a
lovely view of the docks, Broad Creek and the
river. We had a sandwiches, pizza, wings, salad and dessert accompanied by beer, wine
and soft drinks. The conversation was lively
and we made some new friendships and renewed some old ones. It was a very relaxing
ending to the lovely day.
In addition to our own members, we
have one couple from the Tidewater ACBS
Chapter—Jason and Jennifer Batcha—who
brought their speed skiff. Alan and Judy Hills
had met them at the Smith Mountain Lake
show in September and invited them to attend our show. We also gained three new
members who showed boats: Bill Ward
(Barbour), Austin Lewis (Marine Trader), and
Bill Peck (Kit Boat). We gave out several ACBS
applications as well.

Saturday morning we got cranking
around 9 AM. Show coordinator, Alan Hills,
with a lot of help from his friends and from
chapter members, got everything in place and
the crowds started trickling in around 10 AM.
We had 24 boats displayed by 18 owners.
Kevin Leiner (Chris Craft Sea Skiff) and Bill
Hartman (Chris Craft Continental) gave rides
to the public.
We had a steady stream of people
checking out the boats. We estimate there
were 200-250 throughout the day—a very
nice showing that did not overwhelm the facility.
The Conleys had recently run into former member Garfield Karpiak’s widow. She
gave them a large number of boating related
items. They brought the stuff to the show and
gave them away for free. Whatever our members did not take went on the BSC “free” table
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Chapter Boat Show (continued)
or went into the dumpster. We thank Laura for
her generosity.

•

Best Wood Outboard: Joe Peacos
(Lyman Runabout)

The show concluded at 2 PM and we
counted the votes. The Captains and their Mates judged the following as the best in that category:

•

Best Staging: Alan Hills (Clippin’ Along—
Barbour Silver Clipper Deluxe)

•

Best Non-Wood: Jason Batcha (Orange
Crate—Zbranak speed skiff)

•

Best Non-Power: Ted Clark (Feather—Edey &
Duff sail boat)

•

Best Sail: Steve Clayton (Grace--48’ Hinkley
sailing vessel)

•

Best Wood Inboard: Bill Conley (Blue Tango--Chris Craft Special Runabout)

Photos of the cruise by Jim Alexander
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The people’s choice award went to Dan
Bixler’s Chris Craft Capri—Brown Sugar. Every boat that entered was a winner in our
eyes and we appreciate the effort that it
takes to prep the boat for the show and the
time it takes to come to the show.
We thank everyone who helped in
any way—too many to thank individually.
Given the enthusiastic response, we do plan
to have another show in 2023.
Click here for more photos.
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Photos of the cruise by Jim Alexander

Photos at Social by Judy Hills

Photo by Jim Moores
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Photos of Show by Judy Hills
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Photos by John Dougherty
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Award photos by Judy Hills

We had lots of great-looking boats, but these are
the ones voted the best of the category by the
Captains and the Mates: (L to R, Top to Bottom—
President Jeff Martinson on left in all photos):
•

Ted Clark—Best Non-Power

•

Alan Hills—Best Staging

•

Bill Conley—Best Wood Inboard

•

Jason Batcha—Best Non-Wood

•

Steve Clayton—Best Sail

•

Joe & Bev Peacos—Best Wood Outboard

And on the left is Dan Bixler receiving the People’s Choice Award. Thanks to Jeff for making
the trophies!
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Members who joined or renewed recently included:
New: Austin Lewis (Cove City) and Bill Ward (New Bern)
Renewed: John Coffman ( Huddleston , VA), Eric Kivisto (Raleigh),
Mark McKeehan (Frisco, TX)

EMBROIDERED SHIRTS
Now available. We have our logo with an
embroidery company in New Bern. For $8
each we can get almost any cloth item embroidered. The long-sleeved, light-weight
fishing shirts to the right (men’s and women’s) are available at Academy Sports for $25.
Contact Alan Hills if interested.

Chapter Cartoon Caption Contest
Winner submitted by new member Neal
Keeter—”FINALLY a McDonalds! I need to use
the bathroom, Sally needs a happy meal, and
Roscoe needs a walk.” Congratulations,
Neal! You get bragging rights.
Given the lack of responses—we’ll put this
contest to bed for now.
Do you have any ideas to engage members?
If yes, please email them to editor Judy Hills.
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Fall Fun Run at Lake Gaston Saturday November 12, 2022
11:00 AM Splash in: Southpointe (formerly
Morningstar) Marina, Eaton Ferry
Review the Lake Gaston map, identify obstacles,
points of interest & landmarks Exchange phone
numbers
Note: $5 fee for using the ramp, now $25 to
park. Pay in the office trailer on the parking lot
level.
(ethanol free gas available here)
11:30 Depart
Head WNW toward I-85, cruise south shore
Head past mile marker 17, enter Great Creek on
starboard side
Pass Americamps on port
Arrive at Holly Grove Marina on rt 903
Return to mile marker 14, turn to port, up Poplar
Creek
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Proceed up the creek, under rt 903 to the
Shady Shack Grill. (ethanol-free gas available
here)
12:30 Lunch until about 2:00
2:00 Return toward Southpointe Marina
Cruise north shore
Arrive at marina (between mile marker 8 & 9)
& pull the boats.
3:00 “Tall Tails” gathering at The Pointe at
Lake Gaston Restaurant

POC: Jim Alexander pennajim@gmail.com
919-616-0412
Marina address: 1865 Eaton Ferry Road,
Littleton, NC 27850

NC Coastal & Piedmont
Chapter of the ACBS
https://www.vintageboat.org/
President:
Jeff Martinson (term ends 2022)
919-760-2349
President@vintageboat.org
Vice-President:
Alan Hills (term ends 2022)
252-514-8525
Vice-President@vintageboat.org
Secretary:
Judy Hills (term ends 2022)
252-670-1913
Secretary@vintageboat.org
Treasurer:
Kevin Leiner (Term ends 2022)
919-368-3412
Treasurer@vintageboat.org
2020 Directors:
Jim Alexander (2023)
Bob Banta (2022)
Bill Conley (2023)
John Justice (2023)
Lonnie Sieck (2022)
Membership Chair:
Jim Alexander
919-960-0838
DirectorJim@vintageboat.org
Scholarship Chair:
Jim Alexander
919-960-0838
DirectorJim@vintageboat.org
Web Master:
Judy Hills
252-670-1913
Webmaster@vintageboat.org
Newsletter Editor:
Judy Hills
252-670-1913
Editor@vintageboat.org

The Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill Triangle Chapter of the Antique
and Classic Boat Society, Inc. was officially formed on January 15,
2005 to provide a means through which individuals sharing a common interest in antique and classic boats can meet, share experiences and information, exchange ideas, and generate enthusiasm for all
aspects of these unique boats. On March 21, 2019, the chapter officially changed its name to NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter.
We promote and sponsor classic boating events, as well as educate
our membership and the general public about these great craft. We
partner with other clubs and organizations to promote awareness
and appreciation for the history, research, repair, and restoration of
these grand old boats to preserve them for future generations.

Calendar of Events & Meetings
Please note that dates, the places, dates and times listed for
events may change. Watch your email for updates. We encourage you to support/attend these events!
11/5 Southport Wooden Boat Show. Click here for information.
11/5 Open house at the Blanchard Homestead—677 Poole Rd. E.
New Hill, NC 27562 8 AM til ?, Lunch at 1 PM. $15 each. Bring
a dessert.
11/12 Fall Foliage Fun Run on Lake Gaston with lunch at a restaurant. Questions? Email Jim Alexander
12/10 Chapter Christmas party at Sharon & Bill Conleys home in
Raleigh
1/25 Chapter Business Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 PM
3/23-27 Sunnyland ACBS Boat Festival in Tavares, FL. Click here
for show site.
3/25 Cape Fear Community College Boat Show (tent)
4/7-9 Oriental In-Water Boat Show (tent)
4/26 Chapter Business Meeting via Zoom 7:00 PM
What are the ACBS Definitions of Antique or Classic Boat?
Historic: A boat built up to and including 1918
Antique: A boat built between 1919 and 1942, inclusive
Classic: A boat built between 1943 and 1975, (any material)
Late Classic: A boat built 1976 to 25 years prior to the current year.
Contemporary: Any wooden boat built within the last 25 years.
Boats classified as Historic up through Late Classic will be judged separately as Preserved or Restored boats. For more information click here.
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