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Happy Fall YõAll! 

Hello fellow members, 

I donõt know about yõall, but I sure am enjoying 

the fall temps! Iõve been able to do some sailing 

and powerboating without having to mop my 

brow for a good while now; just love it! The only 

bad thing is that this is also a harbinger of old 

man winter being around the corner. Hopefully 

weõll have a short and mild one this time around. 

You all should have received the ballot for our 

officers and directors for next year as well as the 

announcement for our annual meeting on Nov. 

3
rd
. I hope we get a òfull houseó. Iõd like to thank 

all of you who have served as officers and direc-

tors this year. I think we had a very eventful year 

in spite of COVID and hope to see its effects di-

minish as we move into 2022. 

We had our Lake Gaston fun run (Thank you Jim 

Alexander!) on Oct. 23
rd

 and were treated to a 

glorious day with low traffic volume on the lake 

and NO BREAKDOWNS!! This type of event is 

where we usually find out who is going to earn 

the coveted Broken Cable Award but it didnõt 

happen. Hey, Iõm pleased as can be not having to 

give the thing out having myself been recognized 

both by our chapter and ACBS for my debacles. 

Nobody will win the trophy of shame this year. 

But I regresséwe did have a great time touring 

the lake and visiting the Shady Shack for lunch. A 

good time was had by all!  

Next month we will be having our last on -water 

gathering when we tour the Wrightsville Beach 

area waters on Jim Deanõs 42õ Chris Craft Sport 

Yacht and John Tinneyõs 1930 Elco Flattop. This 

event will include a stop at a waterfront restau-

rant for lunch. For those of you who would like 

to spend a little more time in the greater Wil-

mington area, Jim and Alice Dean have a beach 

rental house that they are making available to 

our members at a reduced rate. See details later 

in this newsletter. 

Iõd like to give a shout-out to our newsletter edi-

tor (and my main squeeze). Our chapter picked 

up its fourth major ACBS award in the last two 

years by being recognized for having the best 

newsletter for a small chapter for 2021. Con-

gratulations Judy on this deserved accomplish-

ment! 

Our last gathering of the year will be our holi-

day and awards party being hosted by Bill and 

Sharon Conley on December 11
th

, so save the 

date. The Conleys do a fantastic job and Iõm 

looking forward to getting back to their home 

to celebrate with everyone.  

I wish everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving 

and donõt eat too much! 

Alan Hills, President  
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Fall Fun Run at Lake Gaston 23 October 2021  

It was a most beautiful fall day for the four 

boats and twelve people (members and 

guests) that launched from what used to be 

Morningstar Marina at Lake Gaston, now 

Eaton Ferry Marina.  We were to have left the 

marina at 11 AM, but Dan Bixler who had to 

drive from High Point with his boat arrived a 

little late.  While we were waiting for Dan, we 

had several òlookersó who took an interest in 

the boats.  Of course, the conversations never 

strayed far from that topic. 

 There was a slight breeze and it was 

cool enough for light jackets.  The lake was 

fairly calm with only a minor chop, although 

we did get some heavy wake when the four 

boats ran near each other. 

 The expedition was led by Director Jim 

Alexander who has a house on the lake.  Jim 

brought his Century and took Joe and Beverly 

Peacos as well as VP Jeff Martinson (who we 

almost didnõt recognize without his pony tail!).  

Jimõs friend, Joe Ludgate (ACBS member) who 

also has a house on the lake brought his Cen-

tury òJordan õ48ó  Joe carried new member 

John Dougherty and Johnõs brother Bill who 

lives nearby in Virginia.  Dan took Director 

John Justice in his Chris Craft.  President Alan 

Hills and his wife Judy (Secretary), had Pam 

Justice riding with them in their Barbour.  

 We asked both Jim and Dan if their 

boats had names and both responded òNot 

Yetó so thatõs what weõll call them until they 

get around to naming them.  LOL  

 The boats all ran well, which is a bless-

ing.  We met at the Shady Shack for lunch, but 

the food took so long to be served that it was 

after two before we were eating.  Billõs wife, 

DeVonne joined us for lunch as did Jim Alex-

anderõs wife, Linda. Linda had their two 

grandkids in tow.  The food was good and we 

enjoyed the comradery.   

 Again the boats had lots of lookers and 

compliments.  Joe Ludgate headed home di-

rectly from lunch so riders switched boats and 

piled into the three remaining boats.  We 

headed back to the marina.  Although we had 

planned for a debrief and cocktail/beer at The 

Pointe Bar & Grill after the ride, we decided to 

forego it due to the lateness of the day.  By 

the time we had the boats on the trailers, it 

was 4:30 PM.   

 The only slight disappointment of the 

day was that the fall foliage was barely evi-

dentñjust a hint of color here and there.  Oth-

erwise, we are calling it an absolutely perfect 

outing!   Photo evidence  as follows: 

L to R:  Bill Dougherty, John Dougherty, Alan 

Hills, Jim Alexander, John Justice and Jeff 

Martinson.  Below L to R: Judy Hills, Pam Jus-

tice and Beverly Peacos. 
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Fall Fun Run at Lake Gaston Photos by Joe Peacos & Judy Hills  

Joe Ludgate DeVonne and Bill Dougherty  

Dan Bixler 

Alan and Judy Hills 
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Linda and Jim 
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