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Ahoy Fellow Classic Boat Enthusiasts, 

I hope you have been enjoying the rites of 
Spring that we have been able to witness 
this month; blooming shrubs and trees, 
greening of the grass, crops popping up in 
the fields and getting our boats out on the 
water.  

 I have been especially busy between 
working on my own boats, attending the 
Cape Fear Community College Boat Show, 
the Smith Mountain Lake Chapterõs spring 
workshop, having our chapter quarterly 
meeting and participating in our chapterõs 
first overnight cruise! More about these hap-
penings in the articles to follow.  

 We encourage you to attend the 
ACBS Blue Ridge Chapterõs Lake Lure Boat & 
Car show in May.  See p. 3 for registration 
form. 

 In May, there is the NC Maritime Mu-
seum Wooden Boat Show being held on 
May 4th in Beaufort, NC. I encourage all who 
are able to head òdown eastó and check out 
the boats and the beautiful town. I also sug-
gest that you as members and friends try to 
organize impromptu local gatherings to go 
boat riding, boat repair assistance, or any 
other reason to spend some time together 
and enjoy some fellowship. I would also like 
it if yõall would share any of your experiences 
with everyone by submitting something to 
the newsletter. In the meantime, get out 
there and do something with your boat(s)!  

 

  Alan Hills, President  
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Chapter Business Meeting 24 April 2024 (Condensed Minutes)  

The meeting was held via Zoom.  Present were 

Alan Hills, Jeff Martinson, Judy Hills, Jim Alexan-

der, John Justice, John Dougherty, and Jim Hart-

man. 

Treasurerõs 1st quarter report:  Income:  $265, Ex-

penses: $821.64.  Bank balance 3/31/24: 

$7,541.76 

¶ ACBS is going to start charging chapters for 

hosting websites.  They host ours.  We will take 

action on this later when we know more.  

¶ The Northern California ACBS chapter is suc-

cessfully using TicketSpice to process credit 

card payments for events and boat shows.  We 

discussed the possibility of using this option for 

ours this year. 

¶ Reviewed first quarter chapter events.  All 

were successful.  Decided to make the regional 

meetings in February a yearly event. 

¶ Jim Alexander reports on our CFCC Scholar-

ship.  One has been awarded and we have 

one more available.  Details forthcoming.  We 

had $2,000 in our CFCC account and if one is 

awarded in May that will zero out our account.  

¶ Membership continues to increase incre-

mentally each month. Now up to 64.  

¶ Discussed how to continue to grow our 

chapter. 

¶ Officers expressed concerns about phish-

ing due to their email addresses being on 

the website.  Judy will remove all but her 

email address and Alanõs. 

¶ Need technical articles for the newsletter. 

¶ Discussed upcoming events. 

¶ Discussed combing our annual meeting 

with the boat show in October.  

¶ Decided to combine our constitution with 

our bylaws.  Constitution is only used until 

the chapter incorporated in the state of 

NC.  Jim A. and Judy to work on this and 

to present a draft at the next Board meet-

ing. 

¶ Discussed surveying those members who 

dropped in 2023 -2024 to see if we can de-

termine why.  May be some issue we 

could address.  Jim A. and Judy to work 

on this. 

WorkSharp 

This tool was demonstrated at the SML Chapter work-

shop.  The WS3000 is a bench mounted sharpening 

system for discerning woodworkers and dedicated 

hobbyists who want sharp, precision wood -cutting 

tools quickly and easily ð without spending a lot time 

or money setting up countless jigs, the mess of liquid 

cooling, or the learning curve required to master anti-

quated sharpening techniques.  Alan has a similar 

model and will take it to the Piglet for other members 

of the Chapter to use to sharpen chisels and planes.  
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Marinersõ Museum Event on March 30th  

Twenty-three people from five ACBS Chapters 

attended our Marinersõ Museum event on Sat-

urday March 30th.  Chapters represented in-

cluded Tidewater, Chesapeake Bay, Smith 

Mountain Lake, Blue Ridge and our chapter.  

Ours was the host chapter and we paid for 

the staff presentation, USS Monitor Unveiled.   

Those from our chapter that attended includ-

ed, Judy & Alan Hills (who belong to 3 of 

these 5 chapters), Rob Weller, John 

Dougherty, John & Pam Justice, Keith Colon-

na (who belongs to 4 of these 5 chapters), Jim 

& Anne Marie Hartman , and John & Beth 

Coffman( who belong to 3 of these 5 chapters).  

The Rudder magazine Editor Amy Scanlon was 

there.  She was so impressed with the multi-

chapter turnout that she plans to include infor-

mation on the this outing in the Weekly Web 

Watch and in a future edition of the Rudder.  

Below is the òWhere Has Your Rudder Beenó 

shot taken at Amyõs request.  Jim Hartman 

(center) is shown holding an edition of the Rud-

der. 

Everyone enjoyed the day! 
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Marinersõ Museum Event on March 30th  Photos 
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Marinersõ Museum Event on March 30th  Photos 
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With a Little Help From my ACBS Friends...by Alan Hills  

Once again, I had to call on my Chapter friends to help me turn my newest acquisition over so I 

could work on the bottom.  Here are a few photos of Austin Lewis, John Dougherty, Jim Hartman, 

and Dave Mahoney (former member) helping me with this task.  A definite ACBS Chapter member-

ship benefit!!! 

 

L to R:  Jim Hartman, Alan Hills, Dave Mahoney, 

Austin Lewis and Joh Dougherty  
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Turnaboutõs Fair Play...by Alan Hills 

Earlier this month member John Dougherty helped me turn my boat over so I could work on the 

bottom. Today John needed help making hatch covers for his boat, so I allowed him to use by shop 

and tools.  I provided technical assistance since John did not have the necessary tools.  We continue 

to encourage members to reach out when they need help. We have a wealth of knowledge (and 

tools!) in our chapter. You donõt have to go it alone. 

L to R:  Leif Eriksson, Laird Stubbings, Austin Lewis, Alan Hills and birthday boy Jim Hartman 
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Services from the Mariners Museum by Alan Hills  

The Marinerõs Museum of Newport News, VA 

is in actuality THE maritime museum of the 

United States. As such, there are vast collec-

tions of maritime artifacts that can be ac-

cessed online by anyone for your amusement 

and amazement, most for a nominal fee. I re-

cently purchased a research package for the 

little Cavalier I recently picked up and was 

happily surprised by the amount of informa-

tive documents that were included, all for on-

ly $60.  Some of the available products in-

clude: 

Documentation for your Chris Craft. 

òThe archives of Chris-Craft Industries were 

acquired by the Museum in 1986. Comprising 

more than 350 linear feet of records, this col-

lection is considered one of the most com-

plete histories of a boatbuilding company. The 

collection covers all models produced by 

Chris-Craft from 1922 through 1980 and con-

sists of the major components listed below.ó 

Chris-Craft Research Assistance page. 

Email:  chriscraft@MarinersMuseum.org or  

(757) 591-7785  

Take home Museum-Quality prints 

You can order reproductions of pictures, maps, 

paintings and images for personal use from the 

Mariners Museum online catalog.  Collections 

include but are not limited to:  

¶ Chris-Craft 

¶ Rare world maps 

¶ Edwin Levickõs sailing photographs 

¶ Newport New Shipyard Paintings by Thom-

as Skinner. 

digitalservices@MarinersMuseum.org or call 

(757) 591-7782  or click here for the Rights & 

Reproductions page.  

Even if you donõt have a Chris Craft, thereõs 

bound to be something of interest you might 

want to purchase from them.  

Leif Eriksson Designs New Take on Chapter Burgee  

Member Leif Eriksson 

had this very interest-

ing piece made.  It is his 

take on our chapter 

burgee.  It is lighted 

and changes colors.  It 

can be vertical or hori-

zontal.  Since we donõt 

get to use our burgees 

much this is a unique 

way to display it etched 

in glass. Contact Leif if 

you want more info. 

What a neat idea! 

https://www.marinersmuseum.org/learn/research-services/chris-craft/
mailto:chriscraft@MarinersMuseum.org
mailto:digitalservices@MarinersMuseum.org
https://www.marinersmuseum.org/learn/research-services/rights-reproductions/
mailto:hsgleif@aol.com
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Cape Fear Community College Boat Show 13 April 2024  

Because our chapter sponsors scholarships for students 

in the CFCC boatbuilding program, our chapter partici-

pates in the CFCC annual boat show.  While the temper-

ature was moderate and the skies clear, the wind blew 

and continued to build during the day.  This was the first 

year that we can remember that the crowds were lack-

ing.  Maybe it was because of the wind or because of 

competing events, weõre not sure, but our chapter had a 

tent and table.  Several members entered the show:  Jim 

Dean, John Tinney and Scott Tinney.  Jim  won an 

award for òBest Outboard Powered Boató for his Sea Do-

ry.  John won òBest in Showó for his 1930 45õ Elco 

òDutchess.ó  Scott won òBest Restorationó for his 1950 

17õ Chris Craft Special Runabout.  Also seen were Chap-

ter president Alan Hills and member Stan Thorne.  John 

was sick as a dog and spent most of the show sleeping 

on Dutchess. 

Mike Lochõs 1969 26õ Lyman Cruisette won óBest Origi-

nal Boat.ó  Mike is a friend of Jim Deanõs and we are 

working on him to join our chapter.  These non -ACBS 

shows are fertile ground to get new chapter members.  

L to R:  Jerry Knorr, Jim Dean, John Olsen, and Stephen Lee 

Jim Dean and his award 
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Smith Mountain Lake Workshop April 20th in Wirtz, VA  

It was another good day for a workshop.  It was overcast and a little cool with a light breeze blow-

ing.  About 25 people attended this workshop hosted by the Smith Mountain Lake Chapter at Alan 

Frederickõs home in Wirtz, VA.  Members from our chapter who attended included:  John Justice, 

Neal Keeter, and Alan & Judy Hills.  SML member who are also members of our chapter that at-

tended included Alan & Jean Frederick and John & Beth Coffman.  Presenters included Jake Shaf-

fer (Jake from Interstate, not State Farm) from Interstate Batteries who told us everything we didnõt 

know we needed to know about marine batteries including how acid lead batteries differ from 

AGM (absorbed glass mat) batteries.  Sonny Ranson from W&L Prop Shop discussed the uses of 3/4 

blade props, how they are balanced and how they are repaired when damaged.  John Rieth 

showed us how to use the WorkSharp chisel & plane blade sharpener.  Alan Hills has one of these 

and plans to bring it to the Piglet so members that so desire, can sharpen their tools.  After a Sub-

way lunch, we headed to a memberõs home to see his vintage auto, truck and tractor collection. 

He has some beauties!.  It was a wonderful day spent with our ACBS friends! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Smith Mountain Lake Chapter Spring Workshop in Wirtz, VA  
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Chapterõs First Ever CruiseñApril 26 -28, 2024  

If you have followed the evolution of this 

cruise, you know that there have been several 

iterations.   We finally settled on launching in 

Washington, touring the Tar/Pamlico Rivers in 

that area, spending the night in Bath, and then 

returning to retrieve the boats in Washington.  

Member Larry Lettick was the cruise leader due 

to his knowledge of the rivers based on his ex-

perience as a tour boat captain for the NC Estu-

arium.  Sounds like a good plan, right? 

Well, when life throws you lemons, you either 

make lemonade or you cry in your beer.  The 

weather did not cooperate ñtoo much wind 

resulting in whitecaps on the riverñnot a good 

thing for our flat -bottomed boatsñunless of 

course, you like getting wet and having a 

bumpy ride.  We decided to make lemonadeñ

and it was great.  Hereõs what really went 

down.  

On Friday Alan & Judy Hills trailered their fiber-

glass Chris Craft Dory (Hunky Dory) to Cindy 

Jordanõs family home in Bath.  John & Pam Jus-

tice trailered their 1958 Chris Craft Continental 

(Fins) there as well.  Bob & Molly Banta came 

by car and we all met Cindy at the house.  John 

and Alan launched their boats at a ramp near-

by and tied them to Cindyõs cousinõs dock next 

door (Bubs).  That afternoon we enjoyed hang-

ing on the deck.  Later we had a marvelous din-

ner at a beautiful restaurant in Belhaven (about 

a 25-minute drive away).  Spoon River was not 

on the water, but the river was only a short 

walk from it.   

On Saturday morning things did not start off 

well.  It was overcast and a little cool.  The wind 

was up and there were white caps on the river.  

Bill & Sharon Conley were due to launch their 

Chris Craft Special Runabout (Blue Tango) at 

Washington, but they had engine trouble and 

decided to come sans boat.  Larry & Eileen Let-

tick live near Washington in Chocowinity.  Jim 

Alexander drove to their house and planned to 

spend Saturday night with them.  Their Chris 

Craft Custom Runabout (Sweetie Pie) was at 

their dock.  Jim was trying to help get the boat 

underway but the boat was rocking so much 

that they decided it might be too perilous.   

John Dougherty drove to Cindyõs on Saturday 

morning.  John D, John J, Bob, and Alan took 

Hunky Dory out of Bath Creek and stuck her 

nose out into the Pamlico River, but decided that 

it was just not worth it to be tossed around and 

drenched.  They returned to the dock and tied 

the boat up.  

Now comes the lemonade part. While the guys 

were testing the waters, so to speak, the gals 

hopped in Cindyõs golf cart and toured the 

homes and historic sites in Bath.  There was also 

a big bike ride in progress so we were dodging 

people in colorful tight outfits.  After the ride, we 

decided to meet up with the others in Washing-

ton for lunch.  We had a wonderful meal at 

Down on Main Street.  After lunch, the guys 

headed to Bath while the ladies took in the 

shops in and around Washington.   

Later that afternoon we decided to go for a boat 

ride on Bath Creek, so we piled into Hunky Dory 

and Fins.  It was a lovely afternoon for a ride on 

the water.  We returned to the house for even-

ing cocktails on the deck.  Later the gals pre-

pared a meal:  spaghetti & meatballs, Caesar sal-

ad, and desserts.  We almost forgot the meat-

balls, but remembered them at the last minute.  

Pre-cooking the meal helped make it easy.  Cin-

dyõs cousin Bubs Carson and his girlfriend Ann 

joined us for dinner.  Ann showed us a picture of 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington


 

  

Page 14 Messing About in Boats  

 

Chapterõs First Ever CruiseñApril 26 -28, 2024 (continued)  

bluefish that she had caught off the dock that 

afternoon and mentioned seeing a bald eagle.  

After dinner, we had had enough liquid re-

freshments that we agreed to play charades.  

The theme was ònauticaló to make it a little easi-

er.  We had prizes.  Were we to give awards for 

performance, Molly Banta would have received 

an Oscar for best actress and John Dougherty 

would have received an Oscar for best actor.  

Weõll leave that up to your imagination. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and sunny, 

but still windy.  Larry braved the waves and 

brought his boat to Bath.  After a leisurely 

breakfast, we decided against the planned run 

across the Pamlico River into Blounts Creek, 

again due to the conditions.  Making more lem-

onade, we decided we would go see a bald ea-

gle nest that had two chicks.  The big nest was 

near the water up Bath Creek.  We took Fins, 

Hunky Dory and Sweetie Pie.  Ann showed us 

the way.  We hung around for about 30 

minutes until the parents showed up with a fish 

to feed the chicks.  Then the action started.  

They were a little hard to see so high in the nest, 

but we enjoyed being in the boats on the water.   

We returned to the dock and took pictures 

around Bubsõ unique òbarnó which was filled 

with memorabilia.  Larry, Eileen, and Jim headed 

back to Chocowinity.  John D, John J, and Alan 

took Fins and Hunky Dory to the boat ramp to 

put them back on the trailer.  As is wont to hap-

pen, Alan fell on the slippery ramp and sustained 

some cuts and bruisesñthankfully nothing seri-

ous.  

To recap, members who participated in this inau-

gural chapter cruise included:  Cindy Jordan 

(without her home in Bath this would not have 

been possible), John & Pam Justice, Bob & Molly 

Banta, John Dougherty, Jim Alexander, Bill & 

Sharon Conley, Larry & Eileen Lettick, and Alan & 

Judy Hills.  

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then a lot 

of pictures are worth a lot of words.  Weõll let our 

pictures finish telling this story.  We all agreed 

that this was a most wonderful adventure and 

that it is worth doing again next year!  

Eileen & Larry Lettick.  Photo by Jim Alexander 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Chapter Cruise Friday April 26th Dinner at Spoon River in Belhaven  

L to R:  John Justice, Bob Banta, Molly Banta, Cindy Jordan, 

Pam Justice, Judy Hills & Alan Hills 

Pam Molly & Cindy Judy 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Cruise April 27:  Washington  

L to R: Bill Conley, Sharon Conley, Pam, John, John Dougherty, Jim, Alan,  

Larry, Eileen, Cindy, Molly & Bob 

L to R:  Molly, Pam, Sharon, Eileen, Cindy, Judy 

Rear of Cindyõs home 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Cruise April 27:  Hanging out at Cindyõs and Bubsõ Places 

L to R:  Bubs, Ann, Cindy, Larry, John J, and Alan 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Cruise April 27:  Hanging out at Cindyõs and Bubsõ Places 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Cruise April 28:  Bath Creek Boat Riding  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Cruise April 28:  Bath Creek Eagle Watching  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Members who joined or renewed this past month include:  

 

New:    

Renewed:  Colin Fegeley (Durham), Lonnie Sieck (Roxboro) T. Stan 

Thorne (Wilmington), Bill Conley (Raleigh), Jeff Gelm (Apex), Frank 

Harden (Semora, NC), Alan Hills (New Bern), Bradley Hedrick 

(Beaufort), Dick Kish (N Chesterfield, VA), Mike Triplett (Chapel Hill) 

 

Total Membership:  64      NCC&P  Primary Chapter: 52    NC C& P Not Primary Chapter:  12 

Name TagsñDonõt have one?  The First One is Free! 

 

Please remember to wear your name tags at chapter events so we can get to know you.  If you 

have never received a name tagñthe first one is freeñthe chapter pays and will have it shipped di-

rectly to youñyou just need to ask for it.  You may request additional name tags or a name tag for a 

co-member.  Click here to read information on how to order.  

Our chapter made a donation to help sponsor 

the 48th Wooden Boat Show at the NC  

Maritime Museum in Beaufort 

https://ncmaritimemuseumbeaufort.com/event/introduction-to-wooden-boat-building-4-2021-11-06-2023-06-10/#tribe-tickets
https://vintageboat.org/ships-store/


 

  

Calendar of Events & Meetings  

The Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill Triangle Chapter of the Antique 
and Classic Boat Society, Inc. was officially formed on January 15, 
2005 to provide a means through which individuals sharing a com-
mon interest in antique and classic boats can meet, share experienc-
es and information, exchange ideas, and generate enthusiasm for all 
aspects of these unique boats. On March 21, 2019, the chapter offi-
cially changed its name to NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter. 

We promote and sponsor classic boating events, as well as educate 
our membership and the general public about these great craft. We 
partner with other clubs and organizations to promote awareness 
and appreciation for the history, research, repair, and restoration of 
these grand old boats to preserve them for future generations. 

NC Coastal & Piedmont  

Chapter of the ACBS 

https://www.vintageboat.org/  

 

President:  

Alan Hills (term ends 2024) 

252-514-8525 

President@vintageboat.org 

 

Vice-President: 

Jeff Martinson (term ends 2024) 

919-760-2349 

Vice-President@vintageboat.org 

 

Secretary: 

Judy Hills (term ends 2024) 

252-670-1913 

Secretary@vintageboat.org 

 

Treasurer: 

Kevin Leiner (Term ends 2024) 

919-368-3412 

Treasurer@vintageboat.org 

 
2023 Directors: 

Jim Alexander (2025) 

Bill Conley (2025) 
Jim Hartman( (2024) 
John Justice (2025) 

John Dougherty  (2024) 

Membership Chair: 
Jim Alexander 
919-960-0838 

DirectorJim@vintageboat.org  
 

Scholarship Chair: 
Jim Alexander 
919-960-0838 

DirectorJim@vintageboat.org 
 

Web Master: 
Judy Hills 

252-670-1913 
Webmaster@vintageboat.org 

 
Newsletter Editor: 

Judy Hills 
252-670-1913 

Editor@vintageboat.org 

Please note that dates, the places, dates and times listed for 

events may change. Watch your email for updates.  Newsletter 

deadline is the 25th of each month.  Please mark these dates on  

your 2024 calendar:   

¶ 5/4  NC Maritime Museum Boat Show in Beaufort Click here for info 

¶ 5/17 -18 Lake Lure Boat and Auto Show (Blue Ridge Chapter) 

¶ 6/1 Chapter workshop (Topic and place TBD) 

¶ 6/14 -16  Chesaepeake Bay ACBS show at St. Michaels, MD 

What are the ACBS Definitions of Antique or Classic Boat? 

Historic:  A boat built up to and including 1918  

Antique: A boat built between 1919 and 1942, inclusive  

Classic:   A boat built between 1943 and 1975,  (any material)  

Late Classic:  A boat built 1976 to 25 years prior to the current year.   

Contemporary:  Any wooden boat built within the last 25 years.  

Boats classified as Historic up through Late Classic will be judged separately as Pre-

served or Restored boats.   

Resto-Mod: Any historic, antique, classic or late classic boat that has been restored 

and modified with non -original parts and technology.  

For more information click here. 

https://www.vintageboat.org/
mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
mailto:martinso@meredith.edu
mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
mailto:jahnbnc@gmail.com
mailto:kevin.leiner@gmail.com
mailto:pennajim@gmail.com
mailto:bconley@nc.rr.com
mailto:mjimhartmanmarine@yahoo.com
mailto:john.p.justice@gmail.com
mailto:mdoughertyplanb@att.net
mailto:pennajim@gmail.com
mailto:pennajim@gmail.com
mailto:pennajim@gmail.com
mailto:jahnbnc@gmail.com
mailto:jahnbnc@gmail.com
mailto:jahnbnc@gmail.com
mailto:jahnbnc@gmail.com
mailto:mpennajim@gmail.com
https://beaufortwoodenboatshow.com/#:~:text=The%2048th%20Wooden%20Boat%20Show%20will%20be%20held%20May%204%2C%202024!&text=Dozens%20of%20handcrafted%20wooden%20boats,the%20Southeast%E2%80%9D%20four%20consecutive%20years.
https://blueridgechapter-acbs.org/events/2024-lake-lure-spring-classic-boat-and-auto-show/
https://chesapeakebayacbs.org/about-the-festival/

