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                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   March 2022 

Greeting fellow boat enthusiasts! 

Wow, what a great event we had earlier this 
month at Lowell Boats!  A huge thank you is in 
order for Gary and Brian for sharing their 
knowledge and experience with us.  And also 
to Judy and Alan for arranging the whole 
thing.  (You can read Judyõs comprehensive re-
porting on the event in the pages that follow.)  
It was fantastic seeing old friends and new alike 
and to share our appreciation for old boats.  I 
know more than a few of us were energized to 
get back into our boat projects by the positive 
encouragement provided.   

 Probably the most important piece in this 
edition of the newsletter is Bill Conleyõs contri-
bution recounting his harrowing experience 
with a shop tool.  Donõt let Billõs 10,000 watt 
smile fool you, he got a raw deal, and his story 
is a critical lesson to all of us about being safe.  
Bill - Iõm so glad youõre on the road to recovery.  
For everyone else - if it can happen to a master 
craftsman like Bill, it can happen to you.   

 I had my own - but much less tragic - run
-in with boat -related bad luck this past winter 
right around Christmas time.  My outboard gas 
tank was stolen out of my boat.  It all started at 
about 2 am when our dog started barking like 
its hair was on fire (which usually means it has 
smelled a rabbit or cat) and I got up to soothe 
her.  Looking out the window at the backyard 
and street I didnõt see anything, so I went back 
to bed.  Then, about 15 minutes later, a neigh-
bor called my wifeõs cell phone.  Thinking the 
neighbor was having an emergency, she an-
swered; but it turned out the emergency wasnõt 

the neighborõs, it was ours!  She (the neigh-
bor) had been awakened by some headlights 
pulling into our cul -de-sac and pulled back 
the curtains to investigate.  She saw a truck 
pull up alongside my 17õ Thompson (pictured 
in the header) and then turn its lights off.  Af-
ter that, she could only just make out the 
shadow of a man reaching into my boat and 
apparently grabbing for things.  Next she 
heard a terrific bang, like something had 
been dropped into his pickup bed.  And he 
drove off. 

 I have slept through house parties, fire 
alarms and earthquakes, but hearing that my 
boat had been pilfered woke me up like a 
shot.  Sure enough, someone had cut the 
back corner strap of my boat cover, then cut 
the fuel line, then cut the hold down straps 
and finally hauled my twelve gallon plastic 
fuel tank from the bilge, over the transom 
and into his truck.  And, all this while the tank 
itself had about six gallons of pre-mixed out-
board gas in it and a loose cap.  That thing 
was heavy and awkward!  And the precision 
of the job - knowing which corner to cut, go-
ing right for the tank, not taking anything 
else - still makes me wonder whether I had 
been cased, this was an outboard-gas-tank-
addict or both!?  

 In any case, the whole episode caused 
more distress than real loss.  The tank had 
come from a burn -pile boat, the gas was 
probably too old anyway, and Iõm actually  
                   (Continued on page 2)  
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Jeffõs Column (continued) 

kind of tickled to think that he probably had to 
throw his clothes away for all the mixed fuel that 
sloshed all over the place.  (Although I did have 
to clean my bilge pretty good for the same rea-
son.) 

 But perhaps another important lesson?  
Not sure what it would be, other than listen to 
your dog when she wakes you up at 2 am.  Seri-
ously, though, what security precautions do you 

take with your boats?  Let us know!  Like 
everything we do in this club, letõs use 
our trials and triumphs to strengthen 
each other and make boating more en-
joyable, economical and safe! 

 

Cheers, 

 

Jeff Martinson, President 

Lowell Boats Outing ñ19 February 2021  

We had 17 members of our Chapter, 9 members 

of the Smith Mountain Lake (SML) Chapter and 6 

others for a total of  33 people attending this 

workshop. WOW!  What a great turnout and 

what a super time we had.  

 Alan Hills trucked two boat engines from 

chapter member Mike Webber who manages 

Bridgeton Boatworks to Gary Lowell.  Mike want-

ed to find the engines a good homeñfor free.  

One good deed done for the day.  

 We had about a hour to snoop around 

the shop looking at the many boats of all sizes 

and types that were in various stages of renova-

tionsñincluding one car.  That is always fun, es-

pecially for our new member John Dougherty 

who had never been to a shop like that.  It was 

an eye-opener for him.   

 Gary rang the lunch bell and we 

were treated to a tasty mix of subway 

sandwich platters, chips, cookies and 

canned drinks.  Tales and tips were shared 

over the meal. 

 After lunch, President Jeff Martinson 

had a few comments. He thanked Gary for 

hosting and he thanked Brian Kieb, the 

Pettit Paint Rep for coming today.  He had 

a few latent awards to present.  Jared 

Smith got a timer for his patience because 

his boat had been at Lowellõs for about five 

years.  Jared said a few words about thatñ

praising Gary for allowing him to help with  

                                     (Continued on p. 3)  
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The work and for Garyõs patience.  Dan Bixler fi-

nally got his Rookie Award and his Broken Cable 

Awardñwhich brought on a few laughs.  Weõve 

all been THERE.  Jeff reminded us of a few up-

coming events.  The SML crew asked us to send 

their chapter an invitation to the March 5th work-

shop. 

 Next the Pettit Paint rep gave an interest-

ing program on their products including some 

being tested.  He provided two quarts of 1959 

bottom paint and  two quarts of Flagship varnish 

as door prizes.  Two people got REALLY LUCKY!  

He had some SWAG as well. 

 The program closed with Gary 

talking about his adventures in marine 

surveying and giving us some advice on 

surveys.  Gary also gave us some paint-

ing tips and we had a drawing for one of 

his hats. 

 By 3 PM we were tanked up with 

knowledge and food and headed home.  

It was a really great workshop and Gary 

was very pleased that we gave him the 

donations that we had collected from 

the attendees to help defray the cost of 

food and the workshop.  Click here for 

more photos. 

https://vintageboat.org/photo-albums/
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Lowell Boats Outing ñPictures 
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Lowell Boats Outing ñWhat We Learned  

Marine Surveying 

Gary Lowell is a SAMS (Society of Accredited 

Marine Surveyors) member.  He says that ethi-

cally he does not survey boats he is or has 

worked on, nor does he work on boats he has 

surveyed.  There are many organizations that 

regulate all aspects of the boating industry and 

draft standards:  CDFR (Code of Federal Regu-

lations), Coast Guard, UL, NFTA, American 

Boating & Yacht Council to name a few.  

NAMS (National Association of Marine Survey-

ors) is another organization of professional sur-

veyors.  There are schools that teach survey-

ing, but many of the older surveyors are old 

captains.  KNOW YOUR SURVEYOR!  There 

were a few interesting stories about experienc-

es with surveyors. 

 There is a SAMS publication, òElements 

of the Marine Survey.ó  Click here to see that 

brochure. There are basically four types of typi-

cal surveys:  1) pre-purchase; 2) insurance sur-

vey; 3) appraisal inspection; and 4) damage 

insurance.  The surveyor works for the person 

who paid for the survey and does not disclose 

its contents to others unless authorized, alt-

hough Gary has called attention to serious 

safety hazard issues.  Part of the survey is deter-

mining the fair market value of the vessel.  (Did 

you know that Haggerty has a classic boat val-

uation tool?) 

 The issue of course with surveying old 

classic and antique boats, is that new safety 

guidelines will be referenced in the report and 

they may detract from the originality of the 

boat if fixed.  These are not ògrandfathered in.ó  

There are three classifications level of the sur-

vey results:  1) Immediate Safety to be ad-

dressed; 2) Recommended; and 3) Suggested.  

He has had insurance companies pick items off 

the three levels and forced the owner to 

address them before they would insure the 

boat.  Not all companies are used to insur-

ing antique and classic boats. 

 The cost of the survey will vary great-

ly from surveyor to surveyor.  All do charge 

their travel and per diem in addition to the 

per foot cost of the survey.  Gary surveys 

fiberglass boats.  For a standard boat with a 

standard engine, he charges $22 per foot.  

There may be extra charges for a sea-trial. 

 Gary advised us to check our fire ex-

tinguishers.  If it is 12 years old or olderñ

replace it immediately regardless of wheth-

er the dial says it is charged or not.   

 He showed us some of the tools in 

his surveyorõs bag.  He uses a moisture me-

ter and a small hammer to check for rot.  His 

report is generally 12 to 15 pages long. 

Painting Tips 

Gary talked about tape.  He uses 3M and 

recommends that you not buy any that 

have their edges open as an open edge col-

lects dust and dirt.  As soon as the rolls 

come into the shop, he takes them out of 

the plastic and puts  the roll in a plastic seal-

able bag to protect the edge as you need 

them to be clean.  Fine line tape cost $49 

for a small roll.ñcanõt afford to waste any! 

 Another tip he gave us had to do 

with working caulk into a groove.  Instead 

of dispensing it by pulling it toward you ñ

push it away from youñbearing down.  This 

forces out the air bubbles which you will 

get if you pull it toward you.  

 Gary will be teaching a painting class 

at his shop and there are a few open spots. 

https://www.marinesurveyorconsultant.com/forms/SAMS%20-%207%20Elements%20of%20The%20Marine%20Survey.pdf
https://www.hagertyagent.com/valuationtools/classic-boat-values
https://www.hagertyagent.com/valuationtools/classic-boat-values
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Lowell Boats Outing ñWhat We Learned  

Pettit Paints 

Rep Brian Kieb had worked in the Pettit Paint  

factory for many years before going on the 

road, so he is very knowledgeable about their 

products.  He started out by talking about the 

supply chain issues that almost all industries 

are facing. He attributes the increasing costs to 

the supply/demand cycle.  Brain recommend-

ed that if you have an project coming upñthat 

you get your orders in now.  

 We learned that the Captainõs vanish 

does not have UV protectant, is thinner, and is 

more forgiving.  Flagship varnish on the other 

hand has UV protectant and is thicker.  He rec-

ommended applying Flagship first then layer-

ing the Captainõs over it.  He suggests using a 

foam brush or small foam roller and painting 

toward the wet paint, not away from it.  You 

will get a smoother finish that way.  

 The 1959 bronze, copper color is 

their best selling bottom paint for antique 

and classic wooden boats. It is NOT anti-

fouling.  Their 1933 Copper Bronze is the 

anti-fouling counterpart.  It is 33% copper. 

 Discussed how to save left over 

paint.  Best is to put holes in the rim so paint 

will drain off rather than pool.  When fin-

ished, clean the rim as best you can, seal 

the lid back in place and then store upside 

down as this prevents air from getting into 

the container.  

 Pettit is in the testing phase of Cap-

tains varnish in a spray can, but that is a 

couple of years from actual production.  

 If you need answers about a Pettit 

Paint product, Brian is your guy.  His con-

tact information is on the products and ser-

vices page of our website.  Click here for a 

link to the Pettit Paint Company website. 

https://vintageboat.org/services-2/
https://vintageboat.org/services-2/
https://www.pettitpaint.com/
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Guysõ Workshop at the Piglet 

For those new to our Chapter, the òPigletó is 

Chapter Director John Justiceõs workshop 

that is behind his home in Pittsboro.  At any 

given time there are many projects underway 

on both fiberglass as well as wooden boatsñ

belonging to John and others.  John has in-

vited chapter members to drop by on Satur-

day March 5th to do a bottom job on Jeff 

Gelmõs Sweet Pea.  Teams will prep rough 

lumber, cut and fit frames & planks.  Good 

chance to learn this skill!  So do drop by 

sometime between 10 AM and 2 PM.  Weõll 

have snacks, soft drinks and lunch provided 

by the chapter. BYOB (beerñnot boatñthat 

is!) and a chair.  CLICK HERE to sign up. 

Galsõ Pittsboro Outing 

Sharon Conley and Judy Hills are planning an 

outing for the ladies while the guys work.  

Weõll meet at the Piglet at 10 AM and carpool 

from there.  We plan to go for coffee then 

make the rounds of sites in Pittsboro, ending 

with lunch at the Fearrington House Restau-

rant.  Should be fun!  CLICK HERE to sign up. 

SML Boat Show 

Chapter Director Bob Banta also belongs to 

the Smith Mountain Lake ACBS Chapter.  He 

alerted us that the SML chapter just an-

nounced that their show will be held this 

year September 16-18 at the Crazy Horse Ma-

rina in Moneta, VA..  For a number of years it 

has been held at the Mariners Landing facility 

in Huddleston, VA..   

Study of Knots 

If you want to read a funny exchange regard-

ing the question, òwhat do you call the study 

of knots?ó click here.  Want to learn the histo-

ry of knotwork?  Click here. 

CFCC Boat Show 

Our chapter offers scholarships to students 

in the CCFC Boatbuilding  Program so we 

hope youõll tour of the boatbuilding facility 

the day of the showñMarch 26th.    We 

strongly encourage our members to show 

their boats! 

Oriental in-Water Boat Show 

The organizers of this show have reached 

out to us to ask our chapter members to 

show their boats at this show.  Oriental is a 

short drive from New Bern and a nice little 

walk-around town with some good restau-

rants.  April 8 thru 10.  Just think about it.. 

 ACBS Video Library 

More than 100 how -to videos are available 

through the members website, Click here 

enter your email address and password; go 

to the Resources tab and click on videos..  

Online video segments have been record-

ed at ACBS workshops and professionally 

prepared to share with all members. They 

are titled by subject matter for easy refer-

ence. More videos will be added. 

Website Additions 

We keep encouraging you to use our 

Chapterõs website.  Just this past month we 

have added more resources to the Services 

& Products page and have populated the 

Boats for Sale page with over 25 sites to 

visit if you are looking for a boat to buy 

along with some helpful boat buying tips.  

Even if you are not in the market for a boat 

it is fun to look at what Alan Hillsõ calls 

òboat porn.ó  Youõll be salivating on your 

keyboard!.   

News Flashes and Tidbits  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c48a8a92fa4f94-acbs1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-acbs
https://igkt.net/sm/index.php?topic=3602.0
http://www.theknottedline.com/knotwork.htm
https://www.myacbs.org/
https://vintageboat.org/services-2/
https://vintageboat.org/services-2/
https://vintageboat.org/boats-for-sale/


 

8 

Page 8 Messing About in Boats  

 

 

I just finished building a toy dump truck with 

a mahogany body and cab and a maple 

dump box.  This is all made from scrap of 

wood left over from my recent Chris Craft res-

toration.  

The front piece of the maple dump box is 

3/8ó thick.  To get this thickness from scrap 

wood, I had to glue together several pieces. I 

ended up with one half being a little thicker 

than the other half. It was too short to run 

through my new planer, so I should have 

trimmed it with my new bandsaw and then 

sanded it to size.  Instead, I foolishly tried to 

run it through my jointer without using a 

push stick.  It was so thin that I had to hold 

the protective cover open with my left hand.  

Both hands were much too close to the spin-

ning blade.  The blade caught the edge of 

the wood and threw it across the shop.  In 

my reaction, my left hand slipped off the cov-

er It was holding and went into the blade.  

I have been using tools like this for many 

years, and I know better than to do some-

thing like this, but in that moment, I just did-

nõt follow safety rules I know so well.   

After 6 hours in Wake Medõs ER, my fingers 

are stitched up and healing well, but my left 

hand will never be the same.   

 

Billõs Dumb Mistake in His Lovely New Shop by Bill Conley 
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If you are a vendor and are interested in the 2022 show (April 8 
thru 10), contact show organizer Sam Myers 252-249-0228 or 
via email, director@orientalboatshow.com . 

2022 Boat Show Registration 

>> The 2022 Oriental Boat Show Exhibitor contract can now be 
completed online.  << 

Old school? The 2022 Oriental Boat Show Exhibitor contract 
can be downloaded at this link.  

Like to exhibit in the 2022 Nautical Flea Market? The 2022 Flea 
Market vendor form is right here. 

Click here too see & download the 2022 Oriental Boat Show 

Flyer. 

Workshop at the Piglet ñMarch 5th 10 AM to 2 PM  

10 Crosswinds Estates Dr. 

Pittsboro, NC 273112 

Johnõs cell:  (919) 244-0942 

CLICK HERE to sign up so we 

will have enough to eat and 

drink.  See page 2 for details. 

Will include a swap-

meet! Bring any-

thing nautical you 

want to get rid of, 

but think someone 

else might be able 

to use. 

Plan to work on Jeff Gelmõs Sweet 

Peaõs bottom:  preparing rough lum-

ber, cutting and fitting frames &        

plywood and maybe planks. 

The ladies will have our own outing in 

Pittsboro. See page 2 for details. 

mailto:director@orientalboatshow.com?subject=Oriental%20Boat%20Show
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/machform/view.php?id=14622
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/machform/view.php?id=14622
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/files/2022_OBS_exhibitor_contract.pdf
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/files/2022_OBS_exhibitor_contract.pdf
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/files/2022_OBS_Flea_Market.pdf
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/files/2022_OBS_Flea_Market.pdf
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/files/2022_OBS_flyer.pdf
https://www.orientalboatshow.com/files/2022_OBS_flyer.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-acbs1
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Click here to sign up as an exhibitor or vendor.   

We encourage our members to attend!  

The 2022 Sunnyland Boat Festival  
registration is now open.   Click Here. 

 
For information on the òBoat Festivaló  

Click Here. 

The 2022 St. Johnõs River Cruise is now 

open, Click Here for information and  

registration. 

https://cfcc.edu/boat-building/exhibitor-vendor-sponsor-application/
https://acbs-sunnyland.org/participants/
https://acbs-sunnyland.org/boat-festival/
https://acbs-sunnyland.org/additional-events/

