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Ahoy Mates, 

All the signs are here; azaleas, 

Bradford pears and daffodils 

blooming. New Bernõs token 

snow for the year has come 

and gone and thereõs talk of 

boat shows starting to ramp 

up. I say òbring it on!ó Of 

course, the official kickoff to 

the season is the Sunnyland 

show in Tavares, Florida. I had 

all intentions of attending but 

life got in the way. SoéI am 

most definitely dragging the 

old Barbour down to the Cape 

Fear Community College show 

in Wilmington on March 28th. I 

encourage all members to at-

tend and display here. We will 

get a chance to tour the shops 

and classrooms of the wooden 

boat building program that we 

endow and meet the students 

and faculty. Also, member Joe 

Peacos will put on a presenta-

tion of his Barbour Vacationer 

restoration and display his 

booth which is full of memora-

bilia from the Barbour Boat 
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Company. There are land and 

water spots available and 

there is a parking garage 

across the street. I also heard 

that John Tinney may have his 

50-foot Elco Flattop there and 

she is a sight to behold. I also 

plan to have some sort of tent 

or something with materials 

on hand to talk up the club 

and maybe pick up a member 

or two. It would be really nice 

to have a few other members 

around to help man it. Please 

do try to get down there. For 

you folks in the Raleigh area, 

you just hop on Hwy 40 and 

head south.  I hope to see lots 

of you there. BTW, member 

Jim Dean has a beach house 

in Wrightsville Beach which is 

just a short way from the 

show, and he is willing to rent 

it out to club members at a 

nice discount, so consider that. 

You can reach Jim at cap-

tjim4@gmail.com or 910-232-

1665. Also, the food and 

nightlife in Wilmington is 

abundant and varied. 

Heck, we might even be 

able to have an impromptu 

òBoyõs Night Outó! 

 At one of our meet-

ings we discussed trying to 

display our boats at car 

shows. Well, I inquired 

about the possibility with 

the local AACA chapter 

and was told that it was 

not possible per AACA reg-

ulations. He steered me to 

a local hot rod club and 

their show is March 28th, 

the same as the Cape Fear 

Boat Show. So, scratch any 

AACA events we may have 

wanted to display at.  

 We had a very nice 

turnout for the Budsin 

Boat Co. tour. More about 

that in a separate article. 

Thatõs it for now. 

Best regards,  

Alan 

mailto:captjim4@gmail.com
mailto:captjim4@gmail.com
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The òBluesó by Bill Conley 

My boat naming has quite a bit of back-
ground. It all started with my first boat, a 20 -
foot Scout center console. I bought it in 2001 
to use for fishing in the sounds and ônear 
shoreõ ocean at Beaufort, NC, where we had 
just bought a condominium. I was still working 
full time for IBM in Raleigh. In thinking about a 
name for the boat, two things came together 
in my thought process. I was catching a lot of 
Bluefishðin fact, early on, caught a really big 
one that stretched all the way across the boat 
bow seat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, my use of the boat was on weekends, an 
escape from my daily duties at Big Blue 
(another name for IBM). The name with a dou-
ble meaning came to mind, òAfter Blues.ó I cre-
ated a picture of a Bluefish between the two 
words in the name on the boat, and the BLUE 
part of the name is done in the IBM logo. 

My second boat was a 14-foot Penobscot sail-
boat that I built, and I still enjoy in the sounds 
around Beaufort. I wanted something to tie 
the name of this little boat to my larger fishing 
boat, so I named it òLittle Blues.ó  

I did the outline of a Bluefish with light color 
sassafras wood inlaid in mahogany in a 
plaque on both sides of the bow.  

Continued on p. 3  
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My next two boats were a pair of strip -planked 
touring kayaks that I built, aòVenture14ófor 
Sharon andan òEndeavor17ó for me. To keep 
the same word Blue in the name, I used a 
down east nickname for the small Bluefish 
caught thereðSnapper Blue I and Snapper 
Blue II. There is an image of a bluefish on the 
bow.  

 

 

When I started restoring my 1952 Chris Craft 
17-foot Special Runabout, I wanted to keep 
the word Blue in the name, so I started study-
ing things that were going on in 1952, look-
ing for something that would have that word 
in it. I found the song that was the #1hit, 
spending 38 weeks on Billboardõs national sin-
gles charts in 1952.was òBlue Tangoó recorded 
by Leroy Anderson and his òPopsó Concert Or-
chestra. (here is a link to the original recording 
on YouTube.  Click here ) That fit perfectly in 
my family of boat names 

I am not sure what the next boat or next 
name might be, but I will try to keep up the 
òBlueó thing. 

The òBluesó by Bill Conley (continued from p. 2) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YEsJpKsbBU
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 Joe Peacosõ son Joey running a 1949 Barbour 
 

Budsin Electric Boats by Alan HIlls  

The February 22nd outing to 
Budsin Electric Boats was, in 
a word, outstanding!   We 
had good club participation, 
wonderful seafood meals at 
Blackbeardõs Grill & Grog in 
Beaufort, a very accommo-
dating host, and an interest-
ing lesson in how one makes 
a classic electric boat. 

            Owner Tom Hesselink 
and two of his staff met us at 
Blackbeardõs for lunch.   He 
had arranged with the res-
taurant to open early for us 
so we had the place to our-
selves.  Eleven members 
made the trip:  Joe Peacos, 
Leif Eriksson, John Justice, 
Jeff Martinsen, Jim Hartman, 
Dave and Marion Stowe, Jim 
and Alice Dean, and Judy 
and Alan Hills.  We also had 
4 guests; Jim and Alice Dean 
drove up from Wilmington 
with their friends Robin and 
Nancy Kanipe from Ashville 
and Susie Gunning from 
Greensboro.  Leif brought 
his friend and boat -partner 
Dave Backus.  This made a 
respectable total of 15. 

            After an enjoyable 
lunch, Tom led us to his fac-
tory in Marshallbergñabout 
20 minutes away.  Like so 
many of the Down East boat 
building facilitiesñthe 
òfactoryó was a collection of 
buildings and sheds on sever-
al pieces of property accumu-
lated over a 30+ year period.  
What they might have lacked 
in modern, glitzy facility, they 
more than made up for in 
ingenuity and skill.  We saw a 
number of boats in various 
stages of completion as well 
as the original vintage elec-
tric boat that was used as a 
model for the Budsinsõ.  We 
learned how really tricky it is 
to balance the weight while 
building in creature -comforts 
and seaworthiness.   

            These boats are really 
well made. They offer a num-
ber of different construction 
techniques: diagonal laminat-
ed juniper strip plank-
ing utilizing vacuum bag-
ging. They are also building a 
19-footer that has a fiberglass 

hull and wooden deck and 
trim. There are many options 
available as well, including 
canopies, tables and stereo 
systems, to name a few. The 
workmanship we saw was 
superior.  The brightwork was 
stunningñyou could see your 
reflection in the deck.   

            Tom  explained that 
many of the boats went to 
areas where gasoline engines 
were not permitted (e.g., lake 
that was a water supply).  He 
also mentioned that parts of 
Europe are now requiring 
electric boats for canal sys-
tems as the wakes thrown by 
boats run with gasoline en-
gines are causing damage as 
well as the pollution caused.  
It is a quieter, gentler method 
of boating that lends itself to 
wine & cheese interspersed 
with conversation.   We canõt 
argue with that.  

All-in-all it was a wonderful, 
educational, and thoroughly 
enjoyable club event.   
https://www.budsin.com/en/   

https://www.budsin.com/en/


 

5 

Page 5 Messing About in Boats  

 

 
  

Budsin Electric Boat photos by Joe Peacos & Judy HIlls  
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Budsin Electric Boat photos by Joe Peacos & Judy HIlls  


