
 

  

                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   June 2023 

Greetings Fellow Boating Enthusiasts! 

In the last month, the weather has once 
again shown its favor to our club so that we 
could experience several outstanding boat-
ing events together.  In this edition of the 
newsletter, youõll read that blue skies fol-
lowed our members from Beaufort to New 
Bern to Lake Lure and beyond - even to New 
York state!  Not only was the weather 
òaward-winningó, so were our memberõs 
boats.  Congrats to the winners chronicled in 
the reports on the following pages.  Weõre 
hoping for the same gracious weather in 
June for the events weõve got on the calen-
dar.  Two of them are recognizable from 
years past and run by friends of the club, and 
two are new and involve our own club mak-
ing it happen.  

 The first is the T-Ville Vintage Power 
Show in Thomasville, NC on June 9th and 
10th.  This is a popular event that draws at-
tendees who come to view and participate in 
a broad range of òantique-relatedó activities 
like vintage cars, machinery, music, food, and 
- of course! - boats.   

 The second is the show of our sister 
Chesapeake Bay ACBS chapter in St. 
Michaels, MD, June 16-18, 2023.  Itõs on the 
grounds of the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum and is their 35th annual show!  

 Next, we have two of our òownó chap-
ter events.  The first is actually not òouró 

event, but that of the folks at the Bridgeton 
Blueberry Festival.  However, theyõve reached 
out to us about showcasing our boats and club 
at that event and have asked Alan Hills to facili-
tate.  So, if you like any of the following: 
Brigdeton, blueberries or boats ð be sure to con-
tact Alan and let him know youõre interested!   

 Finally, member Jim Dean is organizing 
our òWilmington Road Showó for June 24th.  
Weõll visit Ted Hewlettõs huge collection of an-
tique outboards, have lunch and enjoy fellow-
ship at a local watering hole, then check out 
Ken Tatumõs saw mill and homestead located 
alongside the Cape Fear River.  It should all be 
really neat, and kudos to Jim Dean for putting it 
all together!   

 As always, thanks to Judy Hills for writing 
the newsletter, which includes detailed infor-
mation on each of the events (past and present) 
mentioned above.  Thanks Alan Hills and John 
Dougherty for your stories regarding your old/
new Barbour.  And thanks to Jim Dean for or-
ganizing the upcoming Wilmington event, and 
also for being one of our biggest new -member-
recruiters!  To all members - new and old - hap-
py boating and Iõll hope to see you at an event 
soon! 

 

Cheers, 

Jeff 



 

  

Page 2 Messing About in Boats  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Name TagsñDonõt have one?  The First One is Free! 

Wearing your chapter name tag at boat shows 

is a sure way to help attract new members.  

Please remember to do so at chapter events so 

we can get to know you.  At the Beaufort 

NCMM show, we had several new members in 

attendance who had not yet received their 

name tags.  We will get those on order and 

were wondering if anyone else might have 

need of a name tag.  If you have never re-

ceived a name tagñthe first one is freeñthe 

chapter pays and will have it shipped directly 

to youñyou just need to ask for it.  You may 

request additional name tags or a name tag 

Bridgeton BlueberryFest by Alan Hills  

The organizers of the BlueberryFest of Bridge-

ton, NC (near New Bern) has reached out to 

our chapter and asked if we would be able to 

provide a few boats to display there. The event 

will be held on June 17th from 9:00 ð 4:00 at 

the site of the old elementary school. I attend-

ed their organizational meeting and we feel 

there will be room for up to 6 boats plus our 

tent. If any members wish to participate, 

please contact me. Iõm sure there will be 

plenty of blueberries there among other 

things!  

for a co-member.  Click here to read information 

on how to order.  

Wilmington Road Show ñSaturday June 24th 10 AM to 3 PM  

Just a few clarifications regarding this outing.  

Hopefully you saw the flyer on page 2.   

 Ted really does have hundreds of out-

board motors and he really does want to sell 

some off.  We werenõt kidding about bringing 

your money and a method to transport one or 

more home. 

 The restaurant is only five minutes from 

Tedõs place and weõd really like a head count so 

we can give them a heads up. This might help 

us get served faster.   

 Kenõs place is about a 45 minute drive 

north of Wilmington and is just off I -40, so 

those of you returning home from there will 

have a shorter drive.  Jim Dean organized 

this outing and assures us that youõll want to 

see Kenõs homestead and his saw mill. 

 So, please come and bring your 

friends!  Click here to sign up. A big thanks to 

Jim Dean for organizing this outing!  

https://bridgetonblueberryfestival.square.site/
mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
https://vintageboat.org/ships-store/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c48a8a92fa4f94-wilmington
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Beaufort NCMM Wooden Boat Show  

During the week before the show, we were 

anxiously watching the weather report, but 

fortunately as the week went on, the rain fore-

cast continued to improve. Saturday May 6th 

ended up to be a perfect dayñsunny with a 

little breeze and temps in the low 70õs.  The 

show organizers breathed a collective sigh of 

relief. 

 The following chapter members 

brough one or more boats to the show:  Bill 

Ward, John Tinney, Joe Peacos, Brad Hedrick, 

John Peck, Bill Conley and Alan Hills. Several 

co-members were also there.  Member Dave 

Mahoney displayed his collection of miniature, 

working outboard motors in the Watercraft 

building.  

 Those members who just came to sup-

port the show included :  Leif Eriksson, Austin 

Lewis, Jim Hartman, Jim Dean and Stan 

Thorne.  Member Jim Moores was one of the 

show judges.  For those who donõt know, Jim 

Moores has a long history in the boat building 

and restoration business.   

 Former Chapter member Richard 

Charles was there showing a boat he remod-

eled for his grandson.  Richard got out of the  

chapter saying he had just sold his òlast boat.ó  

Never say òlastó when it comes to boats! 

 We also saw our friend Gary Lowell.  

Most of you know Gary, who has a boat shop 

in Greensboro.  Gary offered to do another  

workshop for our chapter.  Our calendar is full 

for 2023, so weõll probably plan something 

with him for January or February 2024.  

 Alan and Judy Hills manned a table for 

the Chapter and ran out of applications.  If we 

get two or three new members from what we 

handed out, weõll be doing well. 

 Member Joe Peacos won Best of Show 

and Best Rowboat.  Member John Tinneyõs 

1930 Elco won two awards:  Best Classic In-

board  Power and Captainõs Choice.  These 

two are hard to beat as their vessels are 

unique and very lovely specimens of their ilk.   

 So, once again we close out this show 

with accolades for the organizers as well as for 

the participants.  We were thankful for the 

beautiful weather we had.  
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Beaufort NCMM Wooden Boat Show Pictures (More)  

Whatõs this hanging off the side of this 

boat?  Not very attractive. 

One way to show off your boatõs awards. 

Another way to display your boatõs awards.   

Subtle way to influence the judges? Or not. 

Simple idea to help promote ACBS. Sandwich board signñan idea to use at our  

September show. 



 

  

Page 7 Messing About in Boats  

 

Beaufort NCMM Wooden Boat Show Winners from our Chapter  
John Tinney in blue  
Joe Peacos in yellow  
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Trent River Run 18 May 2023  

The Trent River Run scheduled for earlier this 

month had to be postponed due to weather.  

We rescheduled it for Thursday May 18th and 

we absolutely picked a perfect day.  It was over-

cast, in the mid-70õs  although a bit breezy.  

Docking the boats at the Saltwater Grill restau-

rant in River Bend was a bit of a challenge. 

 Jim Hartman was joined by new member 

Stan Thorne and member Jim Dean.  Stan and 

Jim drove up from Wilmington for a ride in Boo -

Boo, Jimõs Chris-Craft Continental.  It was a good 

thing, too, that they did 

as Jim needed help with 

getting Boo -Boo out of 

the boathouse on the 

Trent River.  The 15 knot 

wind was blowing her 

around.  Alan and Judy 

Hills also rode in Boo-

Boo. 

 Meanwhile back 

at the ramp next to the restaurant, Jim and Sha-

ron Conley launched Blue Tango, their Chris-

Craft Special Runabout.  Jim Alexander had driv-

en here from Raleigh and he rode with John 

Peck in Peckerõs Woody, a classic kit runabout.   

John Justice brought his helper, Jacob.  Jacob 

brought his 3 -year old son Cooper and his 2-

year old daughter Finley along for the ride in 

Fins, a Chris-Craft Continental.  President Jeff 

Martinson and Mike Triplett drove in from Ra-

leigh and rode in Fins as well.  We shoved off 

around 10:30 AM. 

 Once everyone had launched and riders 

were seated, we headed out the canal from the 

restaurant to the Trent River.  We headed up 

river toward the small Jones County town of 

Pollocksville.  The wind kept us cool.  There was 

no fetch because the river is narrow so the wa-

ter was calm.  Except for a few areas of hous-

es, the river is wild.  We saw a few birds and a 

few turtles, but no other wildlife.  We only en-

countered two other boats.  One was a cou-

ple fishing and the other was a man in an 

electric kayak-looking boat.  It was very peace-

ful. 

 There were a few creepy encountersñ

owners with a sense of humor.  One was two 

skeletons in chairs on a dock.  Not unusual to 

see that on the Trent River except that one of 

the skeletons was of a 

mermaid with a tail.  

Had to take a second 

look!  The other was a 

family of skeletons in-

clude what looked like 

a dog. 

 We returned to 

the restaurant around 

12:30 and piled in.  We 

had not made reservations so it took them a 

while to serve us, but we have had this issue 

before.  Gave us lots of time to catch up.  

Member Austin Lewis had to work that morn-

ing, but he joined us for lunch.  Turns out that 

he and Mike Triplett had something in com-

monñskateboarding.  Once you get to know 

another member, youõll be amazed at what 

you might find out.  

 We ended up with 13 adults and two 

children on the ride and one more adult join-

ing us for lunch. And all the boats ran perfect-

ly!  This is a very respectable turnout for a 

weekday event. 

 Our next chapter outing is scheduled 

for Wilmington on Saturday June 24th. Do 

plan to join us!  See details in this edition. 
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Trent River Run Photos  

John Peck and his Peckerõs Woody 

Launching the Conleyõs Blue Tango 

Launching Johnõs Fins 

Jimõs Boo-Boo at the dock 


