
 

1 

                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   June 2022 

Greeting fellow boat enthusiasts! 

Okay, I have to admit that whereas I was writ-
ing last month heralding the arrival of consist-
ently warm weather, today Iõm thinking I was 
maybe a little too exuberant.  I mean, òwarmó 
shouldnõt mean 100 degrees in May, should it?!  
Oh well, good thing we have our boats with 
which to escape the heat. 

 In this edition of the newsletter, youõll 
see that Mother Nature was truly kind to the 
club on the several occasions when its mem-
bers got together to celebrate boats and boat-
ing last month.  From Beaufort to Lake Lure 
they were met with clear skies and moderate 
temperatures.  Weõre hoping for the same be-
neficence in June as we have three events 
weõve got on the calendar.   

 The first is the T-Ville Vintage Power 
Show in Thomasville, NC on June 10th and 
11th.  This is a popular event that draws at-
tendees who come to view and participate in a 
broad range of òantique-relatedó activities like 
vintage cars, machinery, music, food, and - of 
course! - boats.   

 The second is actually the show of our 
sister Chesapeake Bay ACBS chapter in St. 
Michaels, MD, June 17-21, 2022.  Itõs on the 
grounds of the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Muse-
um which is on its own worth the visit.  This is 
their 34 Annual Show, so suffice it to say, they 
know how to run a top -notch event.     

 Finally, we have our own chapter -
sponsored event, a workshop on the art of gold 
leaf painting by Steve Filarsky, the Gold Leaf 

Man.  This will be June 25th at the Blanchard 
homestead in New Hill, NC.  There will be par-
allel activities planned for òthe galsó at the 
same location.  Once again, if you havenõt 
been to the Blanchard homestead, youõre in 
for a treat!  Itõs a lovingly recreated òvintageó 
town, complete with service station, general 
store, saloon, and other charming elements.  
Really neat!  Our plan is to invite members of 
the local Antique and Classic Outboard Motor 
chapter and Traditional Small Craft Associa-
tion so it should be a fun mix of people and 
interests. 

 Finally, speaking of fun people and in-
terests, I want to make a special note of wel-
come to Frank Russell, who joins the club at 
the age of 94-years-young.  Frank has a long 
history with boats and can remember most of 
the varieties that constitute our fleet when 
they were not more than plans on the draw-
ing board.   

 As always, thanks to Judy Hills for put-
ting together this newsletter, which includes 
detailed information on each of the events 
(past and present) mentioned above as well 
as more on new member Frankõs back-
ground.  To all members - new and old - hap-
py boating and Iõll hope to see you at an 
event soon! 

 

Cheers, 
 

Jeff Martinson, President 
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An Homage to Big Boats by Jeff Martinson  

With apologies to Sir Mix-a-Lot - I love big boats 

and I cannot lie!  The bigger, the older, the better.  

Iõm not talking about our little ski boats or even 

the 50 foot yachts.  I mean battleships and be-

yond.  Usually, though, I can only admire these 

kinds of boats (ships, really) from afar.  As a mere 

civilian landlubber, coming aboard means visiting 

them as a guest.  Enter: museum ships and vessels 

making a courtesy port call, the whole point of 

which is to welcome guests onboard.  Over the 

years, Iõve cherished each opportunity to visit the 

big boats. 

 As Iõve written before, the roots of my boat 

addiction trace back to my childhood in Portland, 

Oregon, and the same is true for the big boat di-

mension.  There we had a riverboat museum and 

submarine museum, but the real excitement 

kicked up during the Fleet Week portion of the 

Portland Rose Festival, held every June.  In addi-

tion to marking the end of the rainy season 

(which otherwise lasts uninterrupted from Sep-

tember), the event brings in up to three dozen ac-

tive duty naval vessels to the downtown river-

front.   The public is invited to tour most of them, 

and their crews (from all over the world) are very 

proud and enthusiastic about their boats.  Itõs like 

an ACBS event, but with much bigger boats and 

spit shined shoes!  Until I was old enough to visit 

on my own, I would drive my parents and older 

brothers crazy begging to be chauffeured and 

chaperoned aboard these floating wonders.   

 On family trips up and down the Pacific 

Coast, I had the good fortune to visit other, often 

bigger and older boats.  Sometimes they were 

functional boardings, like in Canada where you 

had to take a big car ferry to get where you were 

going.  Then there were the huge museum ships 

like the RMS Queen Mary, which were òbeegó 

business, on the same itinerary with Disneyland 

and Knottõs Berry Farm.  Even driving across a 

bridge on the Upper San Francisco Bay, weõd 

pass dozens of rafted-up navy ships, many bat-

tle-tested, like the USS Iowa.  These couldnõt be 

visited (they were part of the mothball fleet) 

but just seeing them stirred strong feelings. 

 As an adult, I eventually had the 

chance to visit really old ships abroad like the 

Vasa and the Tarihi KadƤrga, but I think of all 

the types, my favorite are the American ex-

military vessels right here in the States.  There 

is something in knowing they were manned 

by the people from right òhereó that seems to 

establish a stronger connection.  Just under 

100 ex-US Navy ships are displayed across the 

50 states, with one here in NC.   Last week I 

visited the USS Massachusetts for the first time.  

Itõs a World War Two battleship almost identi-

cal to the USS North Carolina, only slightly 

newer and different.  On a murky day when 

the skies matched the gray of the behemothõs 

cold steel sides, I stood in amazement at the 

engineering achievement that she represent-

ed and paid respect to the sacrifices of those 

who built and manned her.  Even as I write 

this I can òfeeló its massive presence in my 

bones and shake my head in awe at the spec-

tacle.  One more big boat experience to feed 

the soul and energize the spirits that drive this 

particular boat nut.  

Photo credit US Naval Institute (usni.org) 



 

3 

Page 3 Messing About in Boats  

 

Beaufort ñMay 6-7, 2022  

Yes, Big Dog Alan Hills was really 

sick as a dog with COVID and was 

unable to attend the NCMM Boat 

Show and associated festivities!  

Heõs fine now. 

On Friday May 6, there were 12 peopleñmembers and 

familyñthat participated in the tour of Jarrett Bay Ma-

rine Park.  There was lots to see with both new boats 

being built and old boats being reworked.  We are so 

used to working on our small boats, that it was interest-

ing to see the similarities and differences in how one 

works on the two different scales.  We thank the Jarrett 

Bay Plant Manager Paul Ellis for narrating the tour and 

responding to our questions and to member Jim Hart-

man for being the tour organizer ña stand-in for Alan 

Hills who was ill.  Members who attended:  Jim Hart-

man and Ann Marie; Brian Roberts, his son and his fa-

ther; John Justice; Jim and Alice Dean; David and Mari-

on Stowe and their two guests.  Photos by Ann Marie. 
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Beaufort ñMay 6 -7, 2022  

Weather forecasts for the Beaufort NC Maritime 

Museumõs Annual Boat Show for Saturday May 

7th were less than idealñhigh winds and some 

rain.  As it turned out, the rain held off and the 

winds were lighter than expected.  According to 

members who attended, there was a steady flow 

of enthusiastic visitors. 

 Members who displayed their boats includ-

ed:  Bill & Sharon Conley, John Tinney (in water), 

John Dougherty, Dave and Deb Mahoney, Julian 

and Beth Arrington, and Joe Peacos.  Joe won an 

award for òBest Classic Outboard Power.ó Bill won 

òBest Sail.ó  John Tinney won the òCaptainsõ 

Choiceó award.   

 A number of our members attended just 

for fun and to support the show.  We thank the 

NCMM staff and volunteers who put in so much 

effort to make this show the success it was.

 Photos by Joe Peacos. 

Deb and Dave Mahoney 
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Beaufort ñMay 6 -7, 2022  

Sharon & Bill Conley 

Jim & Ann Marie Hartman & Alice Dean 

John Tinney, Joe Peacos, Bill Conley 

Just local folk dressed for a Derby Party 
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Lake Lure Spring Classic Boat & Auto Show ñMay 21, 2022  

This show was partially sponsored by the Blue 

Ridge Chapter of the ACBS.  It was held on 

Lake Lure across from the Lake Lure Inn & Spa 

where the group had a buffet on Friday night. 

The Inn, completed in 1927 hosted two Presi-

dentsñFranklin D. Roosevelt and Calvin Coo-

lidgeñas well as other notable VIPsñEmily 

Post, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Patrick Swayze and 

Jennifer Gray.  Youõll recognize the last two 

names as the stars of the movie Dirty Dancing 

which was filmed in the area.  And the Inn is 

purported to be haunted!  What an interest-

ing setting for a classic boat and auto show.   

 Alan and Judy Hills were the only ones 

from our chapter to attend. They entered their 

17-foot 1959 Barbour Silver Clipper Deluxe 

into the show.  There were about 15 boats in 

the water with only one land display.  The 

height of Alanõs day was getting to ride in G-9 

(Nuisance).  They cruised over the lake at 50+ 

mphñguess Alan felt the needñTHE NEED 

FOR SPEED!  We renewed old acquaintances 

and made some new ones. The ACBS crowd is 

always congenial and welcoming.  Storms had 

been predicted for the day, but it ended up 

just being very hot and sunny.  There was a 

steady crowd throughout the day and we 

were exhausted when we finally pulled the 

boat out at the end of the day.  We had a safe 

uneventful trip home and were very happy 

that we went.  

 We recommend you mark your calen-

dars to attend next yearõs show which has al-

ready been scheduled for May 20, 2023.   
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