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As you will read in this edition, 

a fun time was had by all who 

attended the poker run we 

held on June 22nd.  While we 

would have liked to have had 

more boats, we were pleased 

with the turn out.  It was such 

a beautiful day for a run on the 

river.  The temperature and 

breeze were perfect.  Those 

who attended agreed it was 

worth doing again next year ñ

at perhaps a different place. 

 Judy and I are taking 

our Barbour to the September 

14
th

 Smith Mountain Lake Boat 

Show in Huddleston, VA. We 

are going up on Thursday, 

heading home on Sunday and 

plan to stay at the resort.  This 

is a wonderful setting for a 

show and the hosts are very 

accommodating.  In addition to 

liking the venue, we want to 

support our neighboring chap-

ter.  They are really nice peo-

ple.  We encourage you to at-

tend, even if you donõt want to 

trailer your boat (or donõt have 

one show-ready). 
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 Our July meeting will 

be your last chance to pur-

chase a share in the tickets for 

the big drawing at the Interna-

tional ACBS Show in Septem-

ber.  John Justice and I have 

the tickets. The shares are $20 

each and we have two left to 

sell.  If one of our two winning 

tickets are pulled, the chapter 

will get half the winnings and 

the shareholders of that ticket 

will split the balance.  The 

grand prize is $4,000ñworth a 

shot! 

 If you have never gone 

to the ACBS International 

Show you really should consid-

er going.  Judy and I went to 

the 2017 International ACBS 

boat show in Racine, WI and 

we had a blast. There were 

boats there that we had never 

seen beforeñand we have 

been to a LOT of boat shows.   

This yearõs ACBS International 

Show will be at Alexandria 

Bay, NYñthe Thousand Islands 

area.  This region should defi-

nitely should be on your buck-

et list if you have not yet 

seen it.  The show site is 

only 11 miles from the An-

tique Boat Museum on the 

St. Lawrence River in Clay-

ton, NY which has a great 

collection of Garwoods.  

 Upcoming:  Our 

next regular meeting will 

be held on Tuesday July 

30
th

 at Trali Irish Pub at 

6:30 PM.  Hope to see you 

there.  We are going to 

cancel the plating work-

shop scheduled for New 

Bern on August 24
th

.  We 

think it will be too hot in 

the building where the 

plating is done.  There are 

no alternate plans for Au-

gust.  The next event will 

be a meetup at Lake Gas-

ton coordinated by Jim Al-

exander.  More on that 

next month.  

 Our new website is 

up. The URL is the same.  

Has a lot of new features 

(continued on p. 2)  
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 Presidentõs Message (continued from p. 1) 

that we hope you will take advantage of. The 

trading dock is a place where you can list boats 

or boating items you have for sale.  The ship store 

is where you can find information about purchas-

ing additional chapter name tags, ball caps, li-

cense place, and soonñshirts.  There are a lot of 

resources and we invite you to contribute more. 

We especially want to get more current photos of 

your boats and your projects.  Send information 

to webmaster Judy Hills. 

 I want to remind you that you can reach 

out to chapter members for help.  No, we arenõt 

going to varnish your entire boat for you or install 

a 5200 bottom, but we help provide sage advice 

(been there, done that!).   This is a big ben-

efit of membership.   

Do send newsletter editor Judy Hills your 

articles and pictures. We would especially 

like to hear about how you have benefit-

ted from being a member. Did you enjoy 

the poker run?  Let us know!  Did you get 

some help or helpful advice?  Send it our 

way. 

Thanks again for all your support and letõs 

continue to grow the chapter.  

Best regards,  

Alan 

Chapter License Tags & Ball Caps Now Available  

We now have our logo digitized so that we can embroider it on hats and other apparel.  The New 

Bern Sports Shop has it ready to go.  We had 24 caps made up (an initial minimum order due to 

supplier).  They have a nice leather adjuster with a brass clasp.  The caps are available from Alan 

Hills and are $15 each. 

 If you want a shirt (other than a T-shirt) to be embroidered, you may select one from their 

collection or your may supply your own to them and they will embroider it.  Here is their URL:  

https://www.nbsports.net/   or call them at 252.638.1136.   

 The license tags are available from the Alpha Graphics shop in New Bern.  Click here to ac-

cess their website.  They cost $23 each.   

 If you order any items from these New Bern merchants before the July 30th meeting, Iõd be 

happy to pick them up and deliver them to you at the meeting.  Just give us adequate notice.  

(Alan Hills ahills@suddenlink.net) 

https://www.nbsports.net/
https://www.alphagraphics.com/centers/new-bern-north-carolina-us698.html
mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
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Blue Tango Gets Dunked ñAgain by Bill Conley  
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Blue Tango is a 1952 17-foot Chris-craft Special 

Runabout that belongs to Bill & Sharon Con-

ley.  For the past 7 years, Bill has worked very 

hard restoring the boat and the engine.   Blue 

Tango was first launched on Falls Lake in early 

2016, and used for the next year, but the engine 

never ran very well and there was always a 

small hull leak.  In 2017, Bill and John Justice 

tried to tweak the engine running issue, but the 

engine blew (cracked a cylinder wall).  1½ year 

later, 2019, the boat engine was rebuilt, and Bill 

had put a new bottom on the boat.  At the sec-

ond splash-in by Bill and John at Lake Jordan on 

June 3rd, the engine started fine, but the hull 

leak was much worse. They did not dare go out 

on the lake to fine tune the engine under load.  

Bill continued to work on the leak problem, 

thinking it was a poorly sealed exhaust exit at 

the transom. On June 20, after fixing the ex-

haust issue, Bill, Sharon, and Garfield Karpiak 

put her in Falls Lake.  Unfortunately, the leak 

was still bad.  Bill found a bad crack in an origi-

nal bottom side planks near the transom.  He is 

working on fixing that, but as a result, Blue Tan-

go was not ready for the Poker Run. Bill and 

Sharon brought her to be on display at the 

Blackbeard Sailing Club but rode along with Jim 

Hartman for the run.  Bill hopes that this is the 

only leak left to fix so he can get the engine fine 

tuning done and begin enjoying the boat soon.  


