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Greetings Fellow Boating Enthusiasts! 

Happy Fourth of July Weekend!  I hope you 
are all healthy, happy and well and perhaps 
using the water to escape summerõs heat! 

 Usually, I use my column to make ad-
ditional observations about the weather, re-
view whatõs been going on in the club and 
preview whatõs upcoming.  Not this month.  
(You know what the weatherõs been like, 
and you can read for yourself the reports of 
recent events and the calendar of upcoming 
ones!)  What I want to focus on instead is 
our content creator and how we can all help 
her to keep the newsletter entertaining and 
informative. 

 If youõre unaware, our content creator 
editor is the indomitable, ever-reliable Judy 
Hills.  She makes sure the newsletter, our 
website and really all communications get 
out every month on time and is full of perti-
nent info.  Occasionally, fellow members 
contribute additional content, but Iõm here to 
ask for more!   

 How can we all help? To start, you 
can make a submission.  Full articles on basi-
cally any topic are welcome.  As you can see 
in this edition, weõre a club about our mem-
bers and not just about boats!  What did you 
do this summer?  Have you had an extended 
travel-vacation?  Any grandkids whose arri-
val should be announced? A good boating 
location to share?   A product experience or 

boating òhackó?   Short or long itõs all worthy of 
inclusion.   

 Alternatively, how about pictures?  They 
say theyõre worth 1000 words - we think so, too!  
Send us your boating pics and let us all enjoy or 
commiserate with you as appropriate.  Maybe it 
could be a òcaption thisó photo?  Those are al-
ways fun. 

 Finally, you can also get up with our ca-
pable scribe, Judy.  Got something to say but 
donõt know how to say it?  Have a convo with 
our newsletter editor and work with her to 
transform it into an article.   

 With that, Iõll end this monthõs column 
and let you get to the heart of the newsletter.  
Thanks as always to the members of the club 
who work to òmake things happen.ó  I especially 
want to acknowledge Jim Dean for organizing 
the Wilmington meet -up on June 24th, and the 
hosts for letting us tour their collections and 
businesses.  We have a face-to-face board meet-
ing, picnic and cruise scheduled for July 11th at 
Jordan Lake.  Itõs been a while since weõve held 
that event, so weõre raring to go again.  Would 
love to have you there! 

 To everyone, happy boating and Iõll hope 
to see you at an event soon! 

Cheers, 

Jeff 

PS:  There may be a surprise well-known 
guest at the July 11th outing!  
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1955ñA Very Good Year by Anne Marie Hartman  

Jim Hartman was busy the first week of June 

traveling to the Thousand Islands, NY and 

bringing home a new family member, a 20õ 

1955 Chris Craft Continental. Her name is 

LOON. 

She was built in Cadillac, Michigan and deliv-

ered to a dealer in, Canandaigua, NY, on Au-

gust 16, 1955, Hull #104 of 221ñjust 4 

months younger than Jim, but he is one of 

one!  List price was 

$4,660.  Those were 

the daysé.. 

The boat stayed most-

ly in the Finger Lakes 

Area, in upstate NY.  

First known records 

are of the second 

owner, Frank Ried-

man, who kept the 

boat in Conesus Lake 

in NY and the boat 

was named McPher-

son at the time. The 

third owner, Otis Clayton, took the boat to 

Florida in 1991. Interesting fact, while still 

named McPherson, Classic Boating did a 

very complimentary article on the boat in 

the magazine. The article òTesting the 55 

Chris Craft Continentaló appeared in the 

Jan/Feb 1994. (Jim has a copy of said article 

if anyone is interested) 

John Foster, of Mt. Dora, Florida, was the 

fourth owner of the boat.  He bought her in 

1997, and   renamed it KEUKA because he 

was from the Keuka Lake area of New York 

state. At this time, the boat was still 100% 

original and Mr. Foster had it taken down to 

bare wood and refinished. He then trailered 

it to the 1998 Clayton Boat Show where 

KEUKA won First in Class for Chris Craft Utility. 

The fifth owner, Karl Eaton, of upstate NY, 

bought the Chris in 1999, renamed this beauty 

LOON.  The 6th owner, Tom Dam, bought 

LOON in 2012, from Mr. Eatonõs estate.  Mr. Dam 

was more of a collector than a boater, and 

LOON was on the market for a long time before 

Jim bought her.  

Jim found LOON 

through Fritz, of An-

tique Boat America in 

Clayton, NY, who re-

ferred him to Tom 

Dam. Jim was in the 

market for a boat that 

would be easier to 

trailer to boat shows 

on fresh water. Jim 

first contacted Tom in 

October 2022 but the 

snows beat him and 

he did not get to see 

the boat until early 

June 2023 when he met Tom Dam in person and 

spent several days near the south shore of Onei-

da Lake in NY checking her out.   The future re-

mains to be seen! Jim reports that the boat ap-

pears to be in excellent condition cosmetically, 

but as expected, anything sitting for 11 years is 

going to have a few small problems, as he is find-

ing out.   

 Jim trailered LOON her to her new home in 

New Bern, NC, where she and her 7th owner are 

getting acquainted, and working out the glitch-

es. For now, we are happy with the name LOON!  

Not sure what BOO BOO (Jimõs 1958, 23õ Chris 

Craft, of 30 years) will think of her new older sis-

ter!  (more photos on next page)  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington


 

  

Page 3 Messing About in Boats  

 

1955ñA Very Good Year by Anne Marie Hartman  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Name TagsñDonõt have one?  The First One is Free! 

Wearing your chapter name tag at boat shows 

is a sure way to help attract new members.  

Please remember to do so at chapter events so 

we can get to know you.  At the Beaufort 

NCMM show, we had several new members in 

attendance who had not yet received their 

name tags.  We will get those on order and 

were wondering if anyone else might have 

need of a name tag.  If you have never re-

ceived a name tagñthe first one is freeñthe 

chapter pays and will have it shipped directly 

to youñyou just need to ask for it.  You may 

request additional name tags or a name tag 

 

for a co-member.  Click here to read information 

on how to order.  

Sun Safety Tips for Boaters  

 mit that we put sunscreen on in the morn-

ing. Some of us reapply once more during 

the day (maybe). We wear our hats, and we 

call it good. We need to do more. òWe advo-

cate an integrated approach to sun 

safety,ó Seltzer says. òIt works best.ó 

¶ Wearing sunscreen is a given, but 

hereõs the twist: No matter what 

youõre doing, be sure to reapply every 

two hours.  

¶ Wear sun-protective clothing. That 

means in addition to sporting a hat, 

include a long-sleeve cover-up in your 

boating wardrobe. SPF protective cloth-

ing is best. 

¶ Protect your eyes with UVA/UVB sun-

glasses. 

¶ Seek shade whenever possible, particular-

ly between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., when the 

sun is most intense. 

Click here to read the whole article.  

òIf youõre a boater, itõs not exactly a news-

flash that youõre going to be spending a sig-

nificant amount of time in the sun once the 

summer season arrives. Youõre probably not 

too worried about it, because you 

carry plenty of sunscreen and 

hats, and honestly, weõve come a 

long way since the baby-oil tan-

ning days of the 1970s and ô80s. 

òWe have indeed, but hereõs the 

thing. Boaters spend an average 

of 5.7 hours on the water per out-

ing, and weõre not always aware 

(or we forget) that we receive an additional 

10 percent of ultraviolet exposure reflected 

from the water. Then thereõs the additional 

10 percent reflected from the boat itself.  

Thatõs a lot of UV radiation. And without 

protection, youõll burn in about 20 minutes. 

 òImportant tips for sun protection If 

we were being honest, a lot of us would ad-

https://vintageboat.org/ships-store/
http://sunsafeboating.com/2018/03/27/here-comes-the-sun-safety-tips-for-boaters/
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Jordan Lake Board Meeting, Family Picnic & Run on the Lake  
Tuesday July 11th 4:00 PM  

mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
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Saturday, June 24th turned out to be a warm 

day, but thank goodness for the shade trees 

and cool breeze coming off the creek at Ted 

Hewlettõs place.  We had 16 people showñ

about half from our chapter and half from the 

Outboard Motor Club.  It was the American 

Pickersõ show all over again.  Tedõs collection 

of motors, outboards, tractors, tools, and stuff 

was spread over several buildings and storage 

unitsñan accumulation of a life-time of collect-

ing.  You had to know what you were looking 

at and know what you were looking for to tru-

ly take advantage of this opportunityñand a 

few did.  Some of the purchases included:  

outboard motors, an anvil, a hand -truck, a 

utility trailer, an old sign, lumber and a band 

saw.   A few are even going back the next 

week to look some more.   

 Attendees from our chapter included:  

Jim Dean, Stan Thorne, Austin Lewis, Neal 

Keeter, John Justice , Jim Hartman and his 

wife Ann Marie, as well as Alan and Judy 

Hills.  We appreciate Ted allowing us to view 

his collection and we thank member Jim 

Dean for making the arrangements.  It was a  

very interesting experience to say the least! 



 

  

Wilmington Road Show:  One Manõs Treasures... 

Page 7 Messing About in Boats  

 

Ken Tatumõs Saw Mill in Burgaw 

Members Austin Lewis, John Justice, Neal 

Keeter, Jim & Anne Marie Hartman, and 

Alan & Judy Hills had a nice lunch at Ban-

danas in Burgaw then took a look at Ken Ta-

tumõs saw mill.  As you would expect there 

were several open sheds, tree trunks, boards 

drying, saw dust and a big saw.  But there 

were also several boats and one old buy-

boat wheelhouse as wellñall of which add-

ed to this unique experience.  Ken filled us in 

on his operation and actually ran the saw for  

 usñcutting two -inch slices off a large pine 

log.  Made us think of how hard it must have 

been for early settlers to cut lumber.  The 

process gave off a unique smell.   

 Then we went to see Kenõs place on 

the NE Cape Fear River.  He has a trawler 

that he keeps at the dock.    

 Again we thank Jim Dean for setting 

us up with Ken.  All-in-all a full day of unique 

experiences!  And unfortunately a few of us 

brought home some unwanted guests ñ

chiggers!  All part of the outing.  
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