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Ahoy Mateys, 

Happy New Year! Before we leave 2024 in 

our wake, I want to express my thanks to 

Sharon and Bill Conley for opening their 

home to us for our chapter Christmas and 

awards party and to all those who assisted in 

planning the nightõs activities. Congratula-

tions to our award winners and thanks to all 

who attended. I think everyone had a fun 

time.  

As has become our chapterõs calling card, we 

have a bunch of activities planned for 2025. I 

am looking for members or co-members with 

organizational skills who would like to man-

age/assist in one or more of our events. 

Email me if interested. PLEASE! 2025 is also 

the 20
th

 anniversary of our chapterõs found-

ing. In case you missed it, we were featured 

in the Dec. 21
st
 edition of the Weekly Web 

Watch. Click on the link at the bottom of the 

page to read the article. 

We are kicking the New Year off early (Jan 

11
th

) with a facility tour and workshop to be 

held at Cape Fear Community College. While 

the fellows are doing guy things, the ladies 

are invited to take in all that downtown Wil-

mington has to offer. Should be a lot of fun for 

all! We have also invited Sea Scout Ship 224 out 

of Cary to join us. More info later in the newslet-

ter.  We also have a board meeting on the 29
th

 

via Zoom. All are invited to òattendó. The agen-

da items to include getting the 2025 budget 

and calendar worked out, among other issues. 

Alas, we did not have anyone rise to the chal-

lenge of the membership contest. No entries, so 

no winners. We continue to hope that all our 

current members will be on the lookout for per-

spective new members in 2025. We peaked at 

70 members (WOW) briefly last year but have 

been hovering at 65 -67. Great job all who 

helped make this happen. Letõs keep it up! At 

least 10 of you are coming up for renewal in 

January so donõt forget to git ôer done. Speaking 

of renewal, the ACBS dues are going up to $75 

per year while the chapter dues will remain at 

$20 a year for now. 

Wishing us as a chapter and individuals a most 

happy and healthy 2025 and please do plan to 

attend at least one chapter event this year. Weõd 

love to see you! 

 

Yours in classic boating,  

Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye, 

NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter Featured in the   

ACBS Weekly Web Watch on December 21, 2024 

CLICK HERE TO READ THE ARTICLE 

2005-2025 

mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
https://acbs.org/celebrating-50-years-of-acbs-north-carolina-coastal-piedmont-chapter/
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TO: Boatbuilder Guy Alan    FM: Your Latest Acquisition  

Or so read the tag on the Christmas pre-

sent under the tree at the Hills home.  Of 

course, the tag was a ruse.  The present 

was one that Alan had requested months 

ago, but had forgotten about.  Some of you 

may remember that Alan has recently pur-

chased a bare-boat Jersey Speed Skiff (JS-

100) from Cape Fear Community College.  

He happened to see an advertisement for a 

new book, òThat Little 16õ Boat:  Jersey 

Speed Skiffó Compiled by DJ Skowron and 

he just had to have it.  And that was one of 

his Christmas presents.  What he did not 

know at the time, but does now, is that Jer-

sey Girl, JS-100 was featured on p. 65.  Boy, 

was he surprised!  Click here to read more. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

ON 1/1/25, ACBS DUES INCREASE TO $75 

 
Please do not distribute the printed membership form that is 

in the recruitment envelope.  Destroy that form.  As soon as 

ACBS posts the new hard copy membership form on the 

website, we will email you a copy to replace it. 

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND  

THE ZOOM BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, January 29th at 7:00 PM 

Click here. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
https://www.facebook.com/people/That-Little-16-Boat-Jersey-Speed-Skiff-Book/61561958453348/?_rdr
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83309987537?pwd=OWp291HYbDCsoWgpkkblxM4LTLOo6D.1


 

  

MEMBER AND/OR CO-MEMBER 

Please step up and take the lead on one or more of these  

projects. Email Alan if willing to take the lead and for details  

 

¶ Sea Scout Ship Coordinator 

Need someone to coordinate with all the Sea Scout Ships that are in our service area 

¶ 2/9  Super Bowl Sunday Regional GatheringñASAP 

Need one host for the Triangle area and one host for the Wilmington area  

¶ 3/1 Mardi Gras event in BeaufortñASAP 

Need one person to coordinate our Chapter participation in the Beaufort Mardi Gras parade.  

This needs to be done immediately. 

¶ 4/5  Cape Fear Community College Boat Show 

Need one person to coordinate our Chapterõs participation in this show. 

¶ 5/3 NC Maritime Museum Beaufort Boat Show 

Need one person to coordinate our Chapterõs participation in this show. 

¶ 5/17 National River Cleanup Day 

Need one person for each of the following areas to coordinate our chapterõs  

participation:  Tar/Pamlico River in Washington area, Neuse River in New Bern area (Barbara 

Peck agreed to do this), and Cape Fear River in Wilmington area. 

¶ 6/7 Chapter Workshop  

Need one person to create and execute a plan for a workshop. 

¶ 6/21 Blue Ridge Chapter Lake Lure Boat Show 

Need one person to coordinate our chapterõs participation in this show. 

¶ 8/16 International Vintage Boating Day and Marina Day in Wilmington  

Need one person to coordinate and help market our 2nd annual participation in this event at 

the Wilmington Marine Center.  

¶ 11/11 Veterans Day 

Need one person for each of the following areas to coordinate our chapter  

giving boat rides to veterans:  Tar/Pamlico River in Washington area, Neuse River in New Bern 

area, Cape Fear River in Wilmington area, lakes in the Triangle area. 

¶ 12/13 Chapter Christmas Party 

Need one person to volunteer to host our chapterõs Christmas partyñneed to give the Conleyõs 

a break. 

Page 3 Messing About in Boats  

mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net


 

  

Using Goof Off As a Paint Remover  
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Workshop at CFCC Saturday, 11 January 2025  

Chapter member John Olsen is an instructor 

in the wooden boat building program at Cape 

Fear Community College.  John has arranged 

with CFCC to conduct a tour of the facility for 

our chapter.  He will also conduct an electrical 

wiring and troubleshooting workshop for us.  

 The plan is to arrive at 11 AM at the fa-

cility for the tour, which will be followed by 

lunch (free), and then the workshop.  Park 

near Building W. 

 While the guys are engaged, the gals 

will head across the street to the Cotton Ex-

change for a retail therapy session followed by 

lunch at some nearby restaurant (Dutch treat). 

 We need reservations due to lunch.  

RSVP to Alan ASAP.  Ladies, weõd like to also 

know if you will attend.  Judy does not want 

to be the only gal there.   

Gals, do come and have some fun!! 

Member Austin Lewis is a professional tradesman. He recommends 

this product.  òGoof Off Professional Strength Remover is a trusted 

product among professional tradesman and Do -It-Yourself project 

masters to eliminate costly messes and mistakes.  It effectively re-

moves the toughest dried latex paint, adhesives, asphalt, and tar. 

 Dried latex paint, caulk, stickers, decals, glue, tar, road grime, bugs 

and tree sap - this super strength remover can do it all.  Safe to use 

on baseboards, metals, glass, brick, wood, concrete, grout, fiber-

glass, most automotive surfaces, fully cured varnish and oil painted 

surfaces. To use, always use safety goggles, then apply Goof Off 

Professional Strength Remover on a cloth and rub the surface light-

ly. See the results as you remove stuck-on messes faster and better 

than other competing products. Keep out of reach of children. 

Read & follow all label directions.ó 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
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Chapter Christmas Party & Awards Dinner  

It was another wonderful and fun Chapter 

Christmas party and award dinner!  We had 20 

people with eight couples and four guys with-

out plus ones.  Attendees included:  Sharon & 

Bill Conley, Alan & Judy Hills, Bob & Molly Ban-

ta, John & Pam Justice, Larry & Eileen Lettick, 

Austin & Amy Lewis, Neal & Denise Keeter, Jim 

& Alice Dean, Rob Weller, Leif Eriksson, Jim Al-

exander, and John Dougherty.  

 The event began with guests arriving at 

1 PM.  We munched on appetizers and had a 

bit to drink while catching up on the stories of 

our lives (and boats, of course!).  We remi-

nisced about chapter events from the past 

year, especially our stays in Bath.   

 At 2 PM, Bill Conley rang the dinner bell.  

Alan opened with a short eulogy for members 

Bill Baker and Jim Moores who died this past 

year.  Bill rang the bell 8 timesñthat pays re-

spect to deceased mariners and signifies that 

their watch is over.  Alan gave the traditional 

naval toast:  òTo absent friends and those at 

sea! God speed!ó 

 After a short blessing by Bob Banta, we 

partook of the many foods prepared by Sharon 

and others.  Our thanks to all the excellent 

chefs we have in our chapter.  We are indeed 

blessed. 

 After a leisurely dinner, the guys stayed 

in the dining room and the gals headed to the 

family room for some games.  Both groups 

played the same game, but the questions were 

different.  The guysõ Trivia game included ques-

tions on the antique boat industry, tools, and 

things that they might know or remember.  

The galsõ Trivia game had more generic ques-

tions.  While both groups thought the ques-

tions were rather obscure, the answers gener-

ated a lot of laughs. Everyone got a prize. 

 For the second game, contestants 

had one minute to stick their hand in a bag 

containing 20 items and then write down 

as many of those things as they could re-

member touching.  The items were mostly 

unique to gender.  We had one winner in 

each group. 

 Then both groups convened in the 

family room forming a circle for the Liquid 

Asset Game.  Every person had brought a 

wrapped liquid item.  We rolled the dice 

and followed the game instructions for 

what the number on the dice meant.  After 

each person had a chance to roll the dice, 

everyone got the liquid asset (wrapped or 

unwrapped) that they were holding.  Some 

of these generated laughter:   a big contain-

er of Goof Off, a bottle of Pine-Sol, a large 

plastic candy cane filled with small contain-

ers of various flavors of moonshine, a con-

tainer of liquid nails, etc.  See the pictures. 

 After that game, Alan began the 

awards portion of the evening.  Pam won a 

prize for best Christmas sweater and John 

Dougherty won for his Christmas tie.   

 Alan recognized and thanked the 

Chapter officers and directors for their lead-

ership in 2024 and announced the Chapter 

board for 2025.  He reminded the attendees 

of chapter events scheduled in the first 

quarter of 2025 as well as boat shows 

scheduled in the first half of the new year. 

 Sharon won a special recognition 

Crabby Award reminiscent of her Bath ex-

perience.  No, it has nothing to do with a 

personality disorder!  The story goes that 

when we were at Bath in the fall, Sharon 

desperately wanted to catch a crab off the 

dock.  She tried really hard, but the crabs 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Chapter Christmas Party & Awards Dinner (Continued)  

would not cooperate. Sharon was given a stick 

with a string attached. She had to pull a fake 

crab out of a bag.  This generated a fit of 

laughter.  Her real gift was a pretty kitchen 

towel with a crab motif.   

 Next up was the Special Recognition:  

Hostess With the Mostest Award, which we 

gave to Cindy Jordan for allowing our Chapter 

to use her family home on the creek in Bath in 

both the spring and the fall.  Cindy is traveling 

out of the country right now, but in absentia 

we gave her a box of Hostess Treats. 

 We have a Rookie of the Year Award. 

This year it went to a teamña member and a 

co-member who have recently joined our 

chapter, but who have jumped in and helped 

as much as they canñLarry and Eileen Lettick. 

 Thankfully we did not have to give out 

the Broken Cable award as there were no 

events this year that rose to that level of ac-

complishment. 

 The Spirit of Cal Jordan Award is a spe-

cial oneñnot given every year as it must be 

earned.  Recipients can only get  it one time.  

This year, Jim Hartman earned this award.   Jim 

has stepped up when needed at the shows, 

bringing several of his boats.  He takes people 

for rides in them and stages his boat.  He at-

tends every chapter event that he can.  His 

wife Anne Marie, his partner in crime, docu-

ments Jimõs boat show excursions and is a reg-

ular contributor of material and photos to the 

newsletter as well.  Jim and Ann Marie are in 

Aruba (a yearly sojourn), but weõll give this to 

him when he returns  

 Alan presented Judy with the ACBS 

Publication trophy,  an award she won for our 

chapter newsletter this past year.   

 Alan also presented Jim Dean with 

the ACBS trophy for Chapter Growth be-

cause he has personally helped us gain 

eight new members in the Wilmington ar-

ea. 

 Jim Alexander had two awards to 

present:  one to Kevin Leiner for his service 

as Treasurer for the last several years and 

the other to John Justice because he helps 

us all in so many ways and generously al-

lows us to use his workshop. 

 And last, but certainly not least, Alan 

gave the Presidentõs Award to Cindy Jor-

dan.  òThe Hostess Treats were just for fun, 

but because Cindy has been so generous to 

our chapter members this yearñallowing us 

to use her family home in Bath in April and 

September, it is my prerogative to present 

her with the Presidentõs Award for 2024.ó 

 Congratulations for all these deserv-

ing members for their contributions to make 

this chapter what it isñGREAT!. Alan 

thanked  Judy for organizing the games, 

Sharon & Bill for hosting us, and thanked 

everyone who attended for supporting our 

chapter and showing up at the various 

events during the year. 

 We hope to see every member at 

one or more of our chapter events sched-

uled for 2025.  Our primary objective is to 

have funñwhatever the event!  If we arenõt 

having fun, something is seriously wrong.  

To read all about our awards program and 

to see who won them in prior years,  

click here.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
https://vintageboat.org/awards/
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related product company name or logo, or the name of a boat you have 

Chapter Christmas Party & Awards Dinner Photos  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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related product company name or logo, or the name of a boat you have 

Chapter Christmas Party & Awards Dinner Photos  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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related product company name or logo, or the name of a boat you have 

Chapter Christmas Party & Awards Dinner Photos  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington

