
 

  

                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   August 2023  

Greetings Fellow Boating Enthusiasts! 

This is column is going to be short, even if the newsletter is not.  In fact, the two are related - more 
time is being spent òout thereó doing things than logged in to the word processor.  (Am I the only 
one who still uses that term?)   

In any case, our dauntless editor, Judy, and a few other correspondents have kindly written up 
some great copy for this edition.  Weõve got tales of road trips, birthdays, splash-in reports, a cross-
word puzzle and lots more for your reading pleasure.  As always, please be sure to pay careful at-
tention to the calendar so as to not miss any events! 

Thanks to everyone who helps make the club tick.  Hope to see you at an event soon! 

Cheers, 

Jeff 

PS - Has anyone noticed itõs hot!?!?  If it were being used around here,  I think the 
boat below needs a Bimini.  But, then again, some like it hot. 
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Summary of Minutes of 11 July 2023 Board Meeting  

These are the key points of the meeting held 

at Jordan Lake.  All Board members were 

present. 

¶ President Jeff Martinson announced that 

Chapter Board member Dan Bixler had 

resigned from the Board effectively im-

mediately.  Board decided not to full this 

position for the balance of the year. 

¶ Judy Hills announced that ACBS is hold-

ing a photo contest.  Photo must be tak-

en on Saturday August 19thñ

International Vintage Boating Day.  De-

tails are forthcoming in the August edi-

tion of our newsletter.   

¶ Jim Alexander reported that scholarships 

have been offered to two students at 

CFCC.  We are waiting notification as to 

whether or not the students accepted.  

¶ July 22nd members may try their hand at 

sailing at Blackbeard Sailing Club in New 

Bern.  11 to 3, weather permitting.  Make 

up dateñJuly 29th if weather does not coop-

erate. Email Alan Hills if planning to attend.  

¶ August 19thñInternational Vintage Boating 

Day.  We encourage each member with a 

working boat to get it out on the water for a 

òdo-your-own -thingó event.  Please send 

newsletter editor Judy Hills a brief article and 

photos. 

¶ September 29th Friday.  5-7 PM  Chapter Boat 

Show welcome party on the Blackbeard Sail-

ing Club deck.  Weõll have foodñBring your 

own beer, wine, or alcoholic beverage.   

¶ September 30th Saturday.  Chapter Boat 

Show at BSC. 10 to 2 with awards at 2:30 PM.. 

¶ Judy distributed membership packets and 

chapter business cards to the Board members 

to give to prospective members. 

¶ We reviewed the Chapter Dashboard reportñ

historical membership data. 

The full copy of the minutes are available on our 

website.   

Alan & Judy Hills, John Dougherty. Photo by Jim Alexander 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
mailto:ahills@suddenlink.net
mailto:jahnbnc@gmail.com
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Jordan Lake Outing ñPhotos by Jim Alexander & John Dougherty  

Alan & Judy Hills, Stephanie & Emily Currier, Ty  in Hunky Dory John Justice captaining Fins. 

Bill & Sharon Conley, John Dougherty, and Neal Keeter. Jeff Martinson and his two daughters in Fins 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Road Trip! By Alan Hills  

I just love taking road trips to places that have 

stuff that I really like. I was lucky enough to get 

in two such jaunts in the space of 9 days. The 

first trip was to John Justiceõs Piglet to pick up a 

load of wood that he had purchased from Ted 

Hewlett down in Wilmington the week before. 

John was really thinking about others while at 

Tedõs place because he purchased this lot of 

wood that he didnõt really need PLUS a really 

pretty 12HP Sea King outboard for Matt Smith 

of Woodyboater fame. Link to that story:   

https://www.woodyboater.com/classic -boat-

art/hail -mary-run-for-the-sea-king/  

Well, I didnõt need the wood either but knew 

someone who did, so it was off to Pittsboro! Fel-

low chapter member John Dougherty had nev-

er been to the Piglet so I brought him along for 

company and to introduce him to the hub of so 

much chapter activity. We loaded up the wood 

and caught up on all the goings on there. I just 

love visiting thereé.if only it wasnõt so dadbum 

far away from New Bern.  It was getting to be 

about lunchtime, so we headed downtown for 

a great meal at Virlieõs and then headed home 

and delivered the wood to the boys over at 

Bridgeton Boatworks. 

The following week, I get a call from Jim 

Moores (JM), who tells me he is on the road 

headed back from Minnesota, where he had 

just purchased a ònewó boat. Iõm thinking 

òMinnesota? He must have really liked this boat 

a lot!ó If any of you know Jim, he doesnõt get 

very excited about òordinaryó stuff. He tells me 

heõs dragging home a 1960-ish Cadillac alumi-

num boat with a 40HP Evinrude outboard. 

And, he said it had fins. He wasnõt kidding 

about that part! It turns out that this particular 

boat is an aluminum/fiberglass composite; alu-

minum hull and fiberglass deck structure. The 

boat had come from an estate sale so there 

was no information as to when it last was in 

use. JM was concerned about the outboard 

so I agreed to give it a look-see and figure out 

if it was viable option to use going forward.  

Just before Jim had contacted me, another 

Jim was preparing a new boat for use. Jim 

Hartmanõs (JH) òLoonó was about ready to 

splash and I had agreed to assist him with the 

launch. Seeing as the boat had been kept in-

doors for a good period of time and had an 

original bottom, Jim had pre -soaked Loon for 

several days prior to the launch and she 

seemed like she would swell up just fine. Jim 

had arranged with the marina in River Bend 

to leave the boat in for a couple of days so he 

could monitor it closely. All went well and, in 

the end, hull leakage was very slight and a 

couple of mechanical issues were discovered 

and appeared to be easy fixes. 

Right after that, it was off to Beaufort with JH 

in tow, to see the Cadillac. When we arrived, it 

was parked on the apron of JMõs shop, a red, 

white and silver craft with tail fins so big that 

they obscured the outboard motor. Really! 

That sent me right back to the year of the big 

fins on American cars; 1959. After a cursory 

look-over, we entered the shop to see if JM 

was around and were met by Oleg and Anna, 

the couple who are in the process of taking 

over JMõs business. They were busy working 

on the launch, aptly named òPatienceó that JM 

designed and built, which is nearing sea trial 

status after 5 years. Very unusual design with 

beautiful workmanship. Right then, JM pops 

in and after greetings, informs us that Steve 

Filarski (http://www.smfilarsky.com/

goldleafman)                       (Continued on p.5)  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
https://www.woodyboater.com/classic-boat-art/hail-mary-run-for-the-sea-king/
https://www.woodyboater.com/classic-boat-art/hail-mary-run-for-the-sea-king/
http://www.smfilarsky.com/goldleafman
http://www.smfilarsky.com/goldleafman
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Road Trip! By Alan Hills (continued)  

 is coming to do the gold leaf lettering.  

After showing us Patience, we go back out to 

the Cadillac. Ideas were tossed out, opinions 

rendered and a plan (sort of) was established. I 

was to take the motor for evaluation and repair 

if feasible, and the hull and deck would be sepa-

rated and restoration started. Then, it was back 

inside to watch Steve work his magic. Heõs such 

a talented artist. 

With JMõs 1962 Evinrude Lark IV loaded on the 

truck, it was back to New Bern for JH and I. 

Thatõs it for now, but look for more on the 3 

boats featured in future newsletters.  

Above & below:  Jim Hartmanõs LOON 

Above & below:  Jim Mooresõ new Cadillac 

Patienceñ

still under 

construc-

tion (L and 

R). 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48A8A92FA4F94-wilmington
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Click here for answers 

https://vintageboat.org/wp-content/uploads/August-Newsletter-Crossword-1690856294.pdf
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Resto-Mod Judging Sheet  

Page 8 Messing About in Boats  

 

 



 

  

Page 9 Messing About in Boats  

 

United States Coast Guard ñHappy 233rd Birthday on August 4th!  

The USCG was established in 1790 by Secretary of 

the Treasury Alexander Hamilton as the Revenue 

Marine Service. It later became the Revenue Cutter 

Service and, in 1915, was combined with the U.S. 

Lifesaving Service (formed 1878) to become the 

Coast Guard.  

 The Coast Guard is one of the oldest organi-

zations of the federal government and, until the 

Navy Department was established in 1798,  we 

served as the nation's only armed force afloat.  We 

continued to protect the nation throughout our 

long history and have served proudly in our na-

tion's conflicts.  Our national defense responsibili-

ties remain one of our most important functions 

even today.  In times of peace we operate as part 

of the Department of Homeland Security, serving 

as the nation's front-line agency for enforcing our 

laws at sea, protecting the marine environment 

and our vast coastline and ports, and saving life.  In 

times of war, or at the direction of the President, 

we serve under the Navy Department.   

 In 1967, the Coast Guard moved from the 

U.S. Department of the Treasury to the newly 

formed U.S. Department of Transportation. Follow-

ing the enactment of the Homeland Security Act of 

2002, the Coast Guard was transferred from De-

partment of Transportation to the Department of 

Homeland Security on March 1, 2003 . 

 Click here for a YouTube music video of the 

USCG Hymn with great USCG action photos.  Fun 

fact:  Did you know that Eddie Lloyd, Judy Hillsõ 

great uncle, was an editor of the  old Coast Guard 

Magazine?  Eddie is remembered for a piece he 

wrote about Sinbad, a dog who was more than 

just a mascotñhe was a full member of the Coast 

Guard.  Click here to read about Sinbad.  Sinbad 

appears in the photo on the right.  Click here to 

read more about Sinbadõs adventures. 

Above is the USCG service mark 

and below is the USCG Seal. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wX7lPKq3LGU
https://americacomesalive.com/sinbad-coast-guard-mascot/
https://images.app.goo.gl/pGLFTycWeDTQxVB88
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Grand Craft: Classic Luxury meets Modernity  

I know ACBS is focused on preserving antique and classic boats, but there are some boats being 
produced right now that have the potential to be the next generation of beautiful boats that will 
need preserving.   
 Recently an ACBS member friend purchased a used Grand Craft triple cockpit that was built 
in 1982.  He mentioned that Grand Craft was still building boats, in Genoa City, WI, so I had a peek 
at their website.  Here are a few pictures of these classic beauties.  For $479,000, you, too, can own 
one!  Click here for a video of the Burnham model seen below.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWq1ZimVZBQ

