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                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   August 2021  

Show Boating 2021 Style  

Our ACBS Chapter (North Carolina Coastal and 

Piedmont) partnered with Blackbeard Sailing 

Club (BSC) and the Edward Teach Youth Sailing 

Association (ETYSA) to host a low-key boat 

show at the BSC facility in Fairfield Harbour in 

New Bern, NC on Saturday July 17
th

 between 

10 AM and 2 PM.  This facility that has docks, a 

boat ramp, bath house and club house is locat-

ed on Upper Broad Creek, just off the Neuse 

River.  It was a beautiful, sunny summer day for 

the showñalbeit a hot one!   

This is our chapterõs first show since 2016 alt-

hough we did have one scheduled for early Oc-

tober 2018 which was wiped out by the arrival 

of Hurricane Florence in late September 2018.  

ACBS Chapter President Alan Hills and his wife 

Judy who is the Chapter Secretary were the pri-

mary organizers with the assistance of New 

Bern chapter members Leif Eriksson and Jim 

Hartman.   

As usual registrations were slow to come in, but 

then snowballed at the end.  We asked the 

Chapter members to contribution a flat $25.  

BSC members were asked to make a donation 

to ETYSA.  Others were permitted to register, 

but we did not ask them to pay, but a few 

made donations.  The idea was to at least break 

even for the cost of the show which included 

refreshments for the registrants and the cost 

of the electric for the big boats that moored 

overnight.  We did purchase a new banner 

for the chapter as our logo had changed.  We 

posted the event on a number of free web-

sites and newsletters.  We also put up a few 

posters around New Bern. 

While we did not have a crowd of people, 

there was a steady stream of lookers through-

out the dayñwe estimate about 100.  We had 

three members attend who did not have 

boats to display:  Leif Eriksson, John Justice 

and Jared Smith.  We had four or five poten-

tial new chapter members (if they follow 

through), three potential new BSC members, 

two people interested in ETYSAñone for a 

grandchild and one for an adult sailing class. 

All-in-all we had 27 boats register, of which 

five were sailboats.  Seven chapter members 

displayed their boats:  Joe Peacos, Jim Alexan-

der, Dan Bixler, Jim Dean, Jim Hartman, Dave 

Mahoney and John Tinney.  Two chapter 

members who were also members of BSC 

had boats in the show:  President Alan Hills 

and Treasurer Kevin Leiner.  Six BSC members 

displayed boats:  Ted Clark, Dan Walker, Diet-
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er Troutman, Bob Petritsch and John 

Dougherty.  Others who showed their boats 

included Julian Arrington, Abby Sirkin, Jeremy 

Taylor, Bill Ward, Mike Webber, Chris Stevens, 

Robert Toth, and George Story.  The Friends of 

the NC Maritime Museumõs William Prentice 

showed a boat that the Friends are selling.  

That was a very respectable showing.  Here 

are some details about the entrants: 

There were five sailboats.  A 18-foot Cape 

Dory Typhoon; a 15-foot Marshall Sand-

piper; a 24-foot Edey & Duff Crocker 

Stone Horse; a 14-foot homemade Pe-

nobscot (Kevin Leiner); and a 30-foot 

Chris Craft Capri.  And yes, Chris Craft 

did make sailboats. 

There were eight Barbour boats. President 

Alan Hillsõ Silver Clipper was in the wa-

ter, the rest were land displays with 

two belonging to member Joe Peacos 

and two belong to New Bern attorney 

Bill Ward. 

There were six Chris Crafts ranging from 

16 to 50 feet.  

Member Jim Alexander brought his 14 -

foot aluminum Cadillac Custom. 

We had a Carolina Boat Company skiff, a 

Chesapeake/Mahone/Morristaud Bay 

Cruiser, a 50-foot Elco Flat Top, a 

Barnegat Bay Sneak Box duck hunting 

boat, a Thompson Sea Coaster, and a 

Wagemaker Wolverine. 

The Friends of the NC Maritime Museum 

brought a Fay & Bowen Launch that 

had been donated to them by chapter 

member Jim Moores.  This gorgeous 

craft is for sale, in case you might be 

interestedñcontact the Friends of the 

Museum. 

We had three big boats that stayed on the 

docks overnight.  A 33-foot Chris Craft 

Capitan owned by the Stevens from 

Palo Alto, CA.  They received a BSC 

burgee (50
th

 anniversary edition) for 

having come the farthest courtesy of 

Jim Moores. Their boat had been in for 

renovations with Moores Marine.  Rob 

Toth brought his 50 -foot Chris Craft 

Constellation which had also been in 

for work at Moores Marine. Member 

John Tinney brought his 50 -foot Elco 

up from Wilmington.  These were each 

beautiful examples of their type.  The 

owners graciously allowed visitors 

aboard. 

We had three members providing rides on 

their boats:  Alan Hills (Barbour Silver Clipper), 

Jim Dean (Chris Craft Riviera), and Jim Hart-

man (Chris Craft Continental).  There were a 

number of visitors who took advantage of 

that opportunity.  

There were a few issues that cropped upñ

couldnõt have a show without them!  Dan 

Bixler had put his Chris Craft in the water, on-

ly to notice several hours later that it was rid-

ing rather low in the water.  He pulled it out 

in time to keep it from sinking, but it took a 

long time for it to drain.  The Dutchessñ

member John Tinneyõs 50-foot Elco Flat Top--

had electrical power issues both with his gen-

erator and with his shore power.  Kevin 

Leiner and his son Kenny were going to go 

for a sail on the boat they brought to show 

and had to pull it from the water as there was 

a problem with the rigging.  

Some really cool things transpired beyond 

just the show. Member John Justice picked 

up a generator from member Jim Dean on 
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behalf of member Jeff Gelm and got leads on 

a couple of items he needs for his Chris Craft 

triple cockpit: a trailer from member Jared 

Smith and a Velvet Drive transmission from 

member Jim Hartman.  BSC member Ted Clark 

had traded a Cape Dory Typhoon Daysailor to 

chapter member Jim Dean for a Typhoon 

weekender a while back. Tedõs weekender 

was in the show.  A guy, George Story, who 

was showing his Crocker Stone Horse sailboat 

had it for sale.  Ted fell in love with it and 

promptly traded George his Typhoon for it.  

We saw Ted at BSC on Sunday and he was 

readying it for a sail.  A couple with a child 

drove up from Southport to get a ride in a Bar-

bour Silver Clipper. They have the same boat 

at home, but it is still under renovation.  They 

had never ridden on a similar Barbour so they 

were very grateful for the opportunity for a 

ride on Alanõs boat.  The guy followed up with 

a phone call to Alan on Sunday to inquire 

about some parts.  We hope he will become a 

member.  On Sunday Alan helped Rob Toth 

motor his Constellation from BSC to the Grand 

Marina in New Bern where he plans to stay 

for a week or so until his boat captain is availa-

ble to help him take the boat back to Michi-

gan where it will ply the water of the big 

lakes. 

Joe Peacos did a fabulous job getting his 

friends with Barbour boats to participate. He 

has a wonderful display tent and he does a 

marvelous job showing his own boats.  If you 

have never taken the time to see his displays, 

we encourage you to do soñit is a real educa-

tion about Barbours. 

Member Jim Moores was promoting Moores 

Marine by handing out much needed sun 

glasses. 

Members Jim and Alice Dean and their dog 

Cappy spent the night at BSC in their camper. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Blackbeard 

Sailing Club for allowing us to use the facility.  

Having the show there permitted us to host 

the three large boats so they did not have to 

pay dockage at a marina.  It also allowed for 

display of sailboats in the water.  We also had 

use of a large picnic shelter with fans to shel-

ter us from the heat and sun.  Donõt know 

what we would have done without that!  We 

are calling this show a success as it exceeded 

our expectations.  Click here to view ACBS 

blog.  To view all the photos, click here. 

Show Boating 2021 Style (continued)  

https://acbs.org/show-boating-2021-style/
https://orienteer.smugmug.com/NC-CP-Chapter-Boat-Show-17July2021/
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Boat Show Pictures by Deb Mahoney & Judy Hills  
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Boat Show Pictures by Judy Hills  


