
 

  

                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   April 2023 

Greeting Fellow Boating Enthusiasts! 

With the solar equinox just behind us, let me 
also wish you a happy spring!  I know that 
for some of you, the 22nd of March was 
spent in Florida for the Sunnyland chapter 
annual boat show.  You can read below 
about the adventures and work of those 
members.  (For the first time, Iõm writing the 
into without seeing the rest of the newslet-
ter; so hereõs hoping that what is written 
here matches whatõs written elsewhere!) 

 

Our spring schedule is again chock full of in-
teresting and informative events.  Starting off 
the month, on April 1st, there is the Cape 
Fear Community College in Wilmington, NC.  
We have had a special relationship with that 
institution in no small part due to our schol-
arship for students there over the years.  Ori-
ental, NC hosts its In-Water Boat Show the 
weekend of April 14 -16th.  It bills itself as 
òone of the largest and most successful in-
water shows between Annapolis and Savan-
nahó.  And theyõre not fooling!  Finally, there 
is the Trent River Run and lunch at Saltwater 
Grill in River Bend taking place in New Bern 
on April 22nd.  More information on all of 
these events is listed below, including con-
tact information for still further information.  

 

Lastly, my life wouldnõt be the same without 
some form of misadventure.  Most recently, 

Iõve dived into the hobby of recreational sub-
mersibles (think mini-submarine).  They come in 
various sizes and construction materials, but - of 
course - I had to get myself a wooden one.  An-
other given is that itõs in need of a little TLC, 
however, since itõs human-powered, at least I 
wonõt have to fight that battle again!  Read 
more about this latest addition to the chapter 
fleet (p.7)! 

 

Hope to see you all at an event soon! 

Cheers, 

Jeff 

May 6, 2023 
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Trent River Run  

We have planned a river run and lunch at a 

restaurant on Saturday April 22nd.  The Trent 

River is a winding, wild riverñgreat for a lei-

surely ride.  We plan to launch at the Salt Wa-

ter Grillñ1 Marina Drive in River Bend. The 

ramp is right next to the restaurant (River 

Bend Marina) which will make it very easy 

when we return ñwonõt have to tie boats upñ

we can just pull them out.  There is a small fee 

(honor systemñ$5) to launch there, so be 

sure to have cash.  We plan to meet and 

launch by 10 AM.  Weõll head down the main 

canal and into the Trent River which we will 

take upstream to Pollocksville where we will 

turn around and return to the marina.  Weõll 

pull the boats and then have lunch at the 

Saltwater Grillñeither on the deck or inside.  

Lunch is on your own.  Click here for the Sig-

nUpGenius to RSVP.  If you donõt have a boat or 

donõt want to bring a boat, sign up anyway and 

weõll get you on a boat.  This should be a very 

enjoyable day.  If the weather wonõt cooperate, 

weõll email you through SignUpGenius to re-

schedule on another day.  See you there! 

Bridgeton BlueberryFest  

The organizers of the BlueberryFest of Bridge-

ton, NC (near New Bern) has reached out to 

our chapter and asked if we would be able to 

provide a few boats to display there. The event 

will be held on June 17th from 9:00 ð 4:00 at 

the site of the old elementary school. I attend-

ed their organizational meeting and we feel 

there will be room for up to 6 boats plus our 

tent. If any members wish to participate, 

please contact me. Iõm sure there will be 

plenty of blueberries there among other 

things!  

http://saltwatergrillswansboro.com/riverbend/
http://saltwatergrillswansboro.com/riverbend/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c48a8a92fa4f94-trent2
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March Chapter Outing  

Friday March 10th was a dreary, rainy dayñ

perfect for our planned indoor activities.  

Those attending included:  Alan & Judy Hills, 

Jim Alexander, Leif Eriksson, Austin Lewis, Jim 

Dean, John Peck, Jim Hartman (and a guest), 

John Coffman (and a guest), and John 

Dougherty.  John Coffman is the President of 

the Smith Mountain Lake ACBS Chapter.  We 

appreciate their chapterõs support of our 

events! 

 At 10:30 AM the 12 of us met at Phillips 

Plating in Bridgeton where owner Jerry 

showed us how he does chrome plating . Sev-

eral of our members use Jerry and marvel over 

his ability to make  metal shine.   

 To say Jerryõs facility was rustic was 

probably an understatement. It was an accu-

mulation of 50+ years of metal-working with 

the emphasis on òrust.ó  We doubt youõve seen 

anything like it!  But Jerry was very accommo-

dating and is really quite skilled in his craft.  It 

was indeed an education. 

 From there we headed to the Hillsõ home 

in New Bern for lunch.  It was a salad driven 

menu, but the guys ate almost everything.  

Guess they were tired of the usual fare of burg-

ers and dogs. 

 After lunch we visited Brian Connolly  at 

SeaDek Mid-Atlantic located in the Craven 

County Industrial park.  Brian was a very knowl-

edgeable, congenial host.  He gave us the histo-

ry of the product and his involvement in it.  The 

machinery was amazing as was the product. We 

got to see a boat that was almost finished.  The 

product is not only a great protectant of surfac-

es, but it is durable as well as pretty.  Now if only 

the ACBS judges saw it that way! 

 Judy even bought a fish ruler for their 

son, Scott who is a big fisherman in Florida.   

 Again, we had nothing but compliments 

on the program and on the lunch.  It is great fun 

to get together with like -minded individuals and 

we even gained a memberña guest who came 

with Jim Dean from Wilmington.  See photos 

below.  

Our host, Jerry Phillips 
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 Photos from March 10, 2023 Outing  
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 More Photos  

Eating lunch 

and checking 

out the progress 

on Alanõs speed 

boat.  Other 

photos at 

SeaDek. 

Bless his heart, Leif just canõt pass up a 

scrap bin! 
Product installed on a Key West boat 
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Sunnyland Boat Festival ñthe Start of the Boat Show Season  

The Annual Sunnyland Boat Festival in Tavares, 

FL is heralded as the first boat show of the sea-

son.  This yearõs show was a big and bold as ev-

er.  Our Chapter was represented by John Jus-

tice, Neal Keeter, Jim and Linda Alexander, and 

Judy and Alan Hills.  John brough Fins, but did 

not register it for the show.   

 Judy and Alan attended the workshop on 

Thursday the 23rd led by Chapter Development 

Committee Chair Ed Andrews.  Ed presented a 

brief overview of the recently completed Chap-

ter EOY Survey and then held an open discus-

sion.  After that the ACBS Board held their 1st 

quarterly meeting.  Two interesting items:  ACBS 

is proceeding to develop guidelines for a òResto-

Modó class and ACBS is exploring the option of 

small marque clubs to join ACBS as a Chapter 

without geographic boundaries.   

 On Thursday evening their was a wel-

come reception with great appetizers in the 

beautiful pavilion on the lake.  Met some really 

nice people.  We also attended a party hosted by 

the Chapter Development Committee for Chap-

ter Presidents and Vice-Presidents.  That was a 

nice affairñwe met up with Alan and Jean Fred-

erick from the SML chapter.   

 John and Neal went on the post -show 

cruise.  Jim and Alan did not bring boats.  We all 

enjoyed the cruise and picnic on Friday, March 

24th and the show on Saturday March 25th.  

There were so many different kinds of boats and 

a bunch of aqua-cars as well as lots of vendors.   I 

think we all came home with new Woody Boat-

er items.  Gottaõ love those fun coffee cups!   

 As we have said before, the Sunnyland 

Boat Festival should be on your bucket list, if you 

have not already been to one. 
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Sunnyland Boat Festival Photos  


