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                     Messing About In Boats 
Monthly newsletter of the NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter of the ACBS   April 2022 

Greeting fellow boat enthusiasts! 

Spring has sprung and so our thoughts turn (as 
if they needed any encouragement!) to getting 
back on the water with our boats.  Many of 
them still need òTLCó, though, and what better 
way to apply that than with friends?  You can 
read an excellent article below about Jeff 
Gelmõs Sweet Pea being lavished with carpentry 
love by a caring group of members gathered 
for that at John Justiceõs Piglet.  Great work 
guys!  (Now letõs see if we can get them to 
come back for some hand sanding on those 
planks!)  Not to be outdone, several of the 
chapterõs gals did up the town of Pittsboro the 
same day.  Their adventures are wonderfully 
chronicled by Judy Hills in another article be-
low. I dare say itõs an open question in my mind 
as to whether more was accomplished by the 
men or women!  

 Also herein you can read about the 
chapter experience at Cape Fear Community 
College annual boat show in Wilmington.  In 
another instance of Mother Nature showing 
her spring penchant for òrobustó weather, a 
good sized group of members toured the facili-
ties, met scholarship recipients, and left with a 
number of boat show awards and applications 
for new memberships.  Kudos to all!  Like al-
ways, the event is accompanied by a detailed 
write -up (by Judy) and photos (by Joe Peacos 
and Judy.)  I want to add my special thanks to 
the crews that staffed the chapter information 
table, which was itself set up by Alan and Judy 
Hills! 

 

 In addition, be sure to read about the 
membership forum held at the Sunnyland 
show, and which Judy and I attended via 
Zoom.  The questions raised are ones we 
want to know the answer to ourselves, and 
basically boil down to: is the club doing what 
you want it to do?  Thanks to the tireless ef-
forts of many, but not least of all Alan and Ju-
dy, our particular chapter is in good stead; 
but letõs not rest on our laurels!  Let us know if 
you have ideas or suggestions for improve-
ment, please. 

 Finally, if you want a laugh at my ex-
pense (I knew I was born for a reason!) read 
my article on my haunted boat.  Itõs a silly sto-
ry that actually has a serious take-home mes-
sage about safety.   

 Otherwise, enjoy the newsletter and Iõll 

hope to see you somewhere to talk about 

boats soon. 

Cheers, 

Jeff Martinson, President 
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Guysõ Workshop at the Piglet 5 March 2022 

It was the perfect day to be working at the Piglet,  

John Justiceõs workshop in Pittsboro.  Just cool 

enough to be comfortable, but not cold. John 

had his shop in Bristol fashionñguess we all need 

a reason to spring-clean.   

 The guys measured, cut and prepped the 

planks for Jeff Gelmõs Chris Craft, Sweet Pea.  This 

saved Jeff a lot of time.  Heõll fit them to the hull 

at a later date.   

 The guys cooked hamburgers and sau-

sage on the grillñno fire this time!  But Alan Hills 

did give Jeff Gelm his belated award for bravery 

under fire from the last oneña fire extinguisher. 

Several were heard to say that those were the 

best sausages that they ever tasted. 

 While we had advised those attending to 

BYOBñbeer, that is, not  a boat, Dan Bixler did 

bring his Chris Craft for help de-winterizing it.  He 

had a lot of consultants on the job and they 

eventually were able to help him.  

 Members who attended included John 

Justice, Alan Hills, Bill Baker, Dan Bixler, Ted Clark, 

Bill Conley, Jim Hartman, Leif Eriksson, Michael 

Triplett, Jim Alexander, Rob Weller, David Stowe 

and of course, Jeff Gelm.ñwho couldnõt stop 

beaming (no pun intended).  Several were lobby-

ing to have their boats worked on next.  We 

could all use a little help once in a while. 

 We want to acknowledge that Alan Fred-

erick rode his motorcycle all the way down from 

Smith Mountain Lake to join in on the òfun.ó  The 

SML ACBS Chapter is having a workshop on April 

23rd and our chapter members are invited to the 

party. This is a good example of inter-chapter in-

teraction and cooperation.  He hopes our mem-

bers will support the SML Boat Show at Moneta, 

VA September 16-17. 

 All-in-all a FUN day! 
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Guysõ Workshop at the Piglet 5 March 2022ñPhotos by Alan Hills  
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Galsõ Outing in Pittsboro 5 March 2022 

While the  guys did their thing at the Piglet, the 

òboat ladiesó did their thing in Pittsboro.  Sharon 

Conley, Marion Stowe, Kate Clark, Judy Hills and 

Judy & Alanõs daughter Stephanie Currier 

hopped in Sharonõs car and headed to Virlieõs 

Grill for coffee and to plan out the day.  Next was 

a quick walk around the quaint downtown.   

 The owner of the S&T Soda Shoppe gave 

us the history of the place and allowed us to take 

photos when she heard we were friends of John 

Justice. She described the Justices as òPittsboroõs 

Founding Fathers.ó  The shop is packed with eve-

rything old that might have been found in a soda 

shop of the time.  We had fun reminiscing.  

 Next door to S&Ts was The Woodwrightõs 

School, proprietor Roy Underhill and former host 

of the PBS series, The Woodwrightõs Shop.  He 

had a class in session and we watched them 

chopping wood in front of the shop.  

 Then we took a short drive to the French 

Connections which has an eclectic variety of fab-

rics, table linens, art and crafts from France, Mexi-

co and about 20 African countries.  It was a color-

ful feast for the eyes!  Everywhere we turned 

there was something interesting to see.  It was 

hard to resist buying and Judy and Kate suc-

cumbed.  Judy bought a piece of yard artña rab-

bit reading a book.  Very apropos since she is 

heavily involved with Friends of the Library.  Kate 

picked up a new woven bread basket. 

 Next we headed to The Plant, which Bill 

Baker described as a òhippy haven.ó  On the web-

site, the place is a collection of buildings that was 

once a flower farm and later a manufacturing 

plant, but it is now described as a 17-acre eco-

industrial park that is home to òlike-minded local 

economy focused small businesses.ó  Ones on the 

campus now include:  tasting room for alcoholic 

beverages, a honey wine business, Copeland 

Springs Farm & Kitchen which had an 

interesting menu, a brewery, a cider 

works, two hemp stores, an art gallery, 

and an axe throwing business.   

 We got the skinny on legal mariju-

ana and sniffed (not smoked!) a few sam-

ples.  We checked out the art gallery and 

brewery.  The grounds were interest-

ingñart was visible in abundance.  We 

never found the axe throwing or we 

would have tried our hand at it!  The re-

strooms were very unique! 

 We bought lunch from the 

Copeland Springs Kitchen which fea-

tured greens and grains bowls and other 

farm-fresh items.  We experienced a deli-

cious leek and parmesan quiche and 

broccoli fritters. Yummy!  We never 

found bottled water or soft drinks, but 

there was an abundance of beer, wine 

and cider.  We had to make-do! 

 And all too soon it was time to 

rejoin the guys at the Piglet.  We had a 

lot of laughs.  Ask Sharon Conley how 

she feels about the Chatham Park devel-

opment!  FUN was the operative word to 

describe our outing.  We all agreed that 

we should do this again some time. 



 

5 

Page 5 Messing About in Boats  

 

Galsõ Outing in Pittsboro 5 March 2022 
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Cape Fear Community College Boat Show ñLet the Good Times Roll!  

Our Chapter provides scholarships to students 

in the Cape Fear Community Collegeõs Boat 

Building Program.  We also encourage our 

members to support their annual boat show, 

which unfortunately they have not been able 

to hold for several years due to COVID.  But 

Saturday March 25, 2022 was a beautiful day 

to be on the Wilmington, NC waterfront, albeit 

a windy one.  We had 13 members in attend-

ance:  Joe and Beverly Peacos; Jim and Alice 

Dean; John Tinney and Tammy Lanier; new 

member Richard Reid; John Gray; John 

Dougherty, Jim Hartman and Ann Marie; and 

Judy and Alan Hills.   

Five members entered six boats in the show.  

Joe Peacos showed his 15-foot Lyman Runa-

bout and his 15-foot Barbour Vacationer; Alan 

Hills showed his 16-foot Barbour Silver Clipper; 

Jim Dean brought his Chris Craft; John 

Dougherty showed his 14 -foot Wagemaker 

Wolverine; and John Tinney showed his 1930 

45-foot Elco Flat Top Cruiser in the water.   

There were about 20 boats in the show and 

there was a good stream of lookers during the 

day.  Many brought their dogs and some 

brought their families.  Families of chapter 

members dropped by as well:  Jim and Alice 

Deanõs daughter and grandchildren and Alan 

and Judy Hillsõ son, daughter-in-law and 

grandson.  It was cute to see kids in the boats 

getting their pictures taken.  

We toured the CFCC Marine Technology and 

Boat Building Programõs facility and saw a 

number of projects underway.  Two students 

that were present had won scholarships from 

ACBSñJacob Caldwell and Micha Lessard..  Ja-

cob said that without the scholarship that 

ACBS provided that he would have been 

forced to quit school to work until he could 

save up enough money to return to the 

program.  It was wonderful to see how 

much this money means to the lives of 

these two students. 

At the end of the day, the CFCC culinary 

students prepared a delicious buffet, which 

we enjoyed immensely.  The program par-

ticipants judged the show and three of our 

five members who entered boats won 

awards:  Jim Dean won the òBest Inboardó, 

John Tinney won the òBest Powerboat over 

30 feetó and Alan Hills won òBest Power-

boatñOutboard.ó Jason Rogers, Depart-

ment Chair and Mark Bayne, Program Direc-

tor presented the awards.  We were sad-

dened to hear that this was Mark Bayneõs 

last show as he was leaving the program 

after ten years to spend more time with his 

family.   

While this show was not big in size, it was 

huge in terms of exposure.  We handed out 

eight applications to what we consider to 

be serious potential chapter members.  If 

half of those follow through, we will have 

done well.  Fellowship, fun, food, boats and 

waterñno better mix than that ña recipe for 

a top-notch spring day! Click here for more 

pictures. Click here for video from show.  

https://vintageboat.org/photo-albums/
https://vintageboat.org/wp-content/uploads/VID_20220326_111755286.mp4
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CFCC Show Photos by Joe Peacos and Judy Hills  


