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Hello fellow members, 

2024 was a fantastic year for our chapter. We held many events, won a couple of ACBS awards, 

and hopefully had a good bit of fun as a group. I would like to thank those of you who helped 

make this a successful year and look forward to more of the same in 2025. Please enjoy the photo 

memories that follow and please do try to attend some of our events. 

Yours in classic boating,  

Alan 

2024 
ANNUAL 
REPORT 

Message from Chapter President Alan Hills 
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2024 in Review 

January 

On January 23rd, 34 people from three ACBS chapters attended a workshop our chapter hosted 

at Lowell Boats in Greensboro.  Gary Lowell hosted us. 

We held our quarterly Board meeting on January 31st.  We received the 2023 final Finance Re-

port from Treasurer Kevin Leiner and approved the 2024 Budget.  We reviewed upcoming events. 

 

February 

Our chapter held three regional meetings on the same day—February 17th. John Dougherty host-

ed those in the New Bern area, Kevin & Jen Leiner hosted those in the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel 

Hill area, and Jim & Alice Dean hosted those in the Wilmington area. Those attending had a won-

derful time. 
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March 

On March 3rd John Justice hosted a Trailer Workshop at the Piglet in Pittsboro.  This was a very 

good session on how to inspect and maintain your trailer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 30th our chapter hosted four other ACBS chapters at the Mariners Museum & Park in 

Newport News, VA.  We paid for the staff to do a program on the Monitor. 
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April 

Jim Dean coordinated our chapter’s participation in the Cape Fear Community College’s Boat 

Show on April 13th.  Several members entered the show: Jim Dean, John Tinney and Scott Tin-

ney. Jim won an award for “Best Outboard Powered Boat” for his Sea Dory. John won “Best in 

Show” for his 1930 45’ Elco “Dutchess.” Scott won “Best Restoration” for his 1950 17’ Chris Craft 

Special Runabout. Also seen were Chapter president Alan Hills and member Stan Thorne. 
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The Smith Mountain Lake ACBS Chapter hosted a workshop in Wirtz, VA on April 20th that was 

attended by several of our members, John Justice, Neal Keeter, and Alan & Judy Hills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We held our first-ever cruise April 26-28th. Cindy Jordan hosted us at her family home in Bath 

which was the epicenter of the event.  We had 14 members that participated in some way over 

the weekend.  While we didn’t get in much boat riding due to the weather, we had a wonderful 

time socializing. 
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May 

The first Saturday in May is always the date of the NC Maritime Museum in Beaufort’s annual Wood-

en Boat Show.  Our chapter supports this event.  Chapter members who displayed their boats includ-

ed: Jim Moores (his new boat), Bill Conley (Blue Tango and Little Blue—a sailboat), Cindy Jordan 

(Admiral Alexander), John Tinney (Dutchess), and John Peck (Peckers’ Woody). Alan & Judy Hills 

were there manning a table to recruit interested persons to join our chapter. Also seen were mem-

bers Brad & Kim Hedrick, Jim & Alice Dean (and of course their dog Cappy),  
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June 

The chapter did not host or sponsor any events, but we did have members that attended the Chesa-

peake Bay ACBS chapter boat show in St. Michaels’ MD.  The chapter also had a pop-up event in 

New Bern. 

July 

Our 2nd quarterly Board meeting was held on July 17th at Jordan Lake in conjunction with a chap-

ter picnic and cruise on the lake.   

August 

On August 17th our chapter participated in International Vintage Boating and Marina Day at the 

Wilmington Marine Center.  We had a really nice turnout of members: Alan & Judy Hills, Anne Marie 

& Jim Hartman, Jim & Alice Dean, Joe & Bev Peacos, Julian & Beth Arrington, Larry & Eileen Lettick, 

John & Tammi Tinney, John Justice, Neal Keeter, John Olsen, Stan Thorne, Jim Quinn, Stuart Ben-

son, and Mike Loch. We plan to make this an annual event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

Our Chapter received two prestigious awards: the small chapter publication award and the 2024 

Chapter Growth Award—Greatest Percent Increase in New Members. Our chapter won the publica-

tions award in 2021 and the Chapter Growth Award—Greatest Percent Increase in New Members in 

2021. We are proud of our chapter’s accomplishments and the fact that ACBS recognizes our 

achievements.  
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September 

Due to our success of our April cruise, Cindy Joran again invited our members to use her Bath family 

home.  We had three sessions of three days each.  Group A consisted of Cindy Jordan, Alan & Judy 

Hills, Bob & Molly Banta and Bill & Sharon Conley—all of whom had been on the first Bath trip in 

April. Group B consisted of Cindy, Jim Alexander, John Dougherty, Judy and Alan Hills with new-

comers Julian and Beth Arrington.  Group C consisted of Cindy, Alan & Judy, and Jim & Anne Marie 

Hartman—a small, intimate group, but no less fun than the other two groups. Each group had 

unique experiences and all agreed that it was fantastically fun!  We can’t thank Cindy and her family 

enough for their kindness in allowing us to use this lovely home on Bath Creek.  
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October 

On Friday October 4th we held our Annual Meeting where we approved our restated bylaws which 

we combined with our Constitution.  The officers and directors were elected for 2025: Alan Hills, 

President; Jeff Martinson, VP; Secretary, Judy Hills; Treasurer, John Dougherty; and Directors Jim 

Hartman and Kevin Leiner.  Directors for 2025 who were not up for election included John Justice, 

Jim Alexander, and Bill Conley. 

The Chapter held its boat show at Blackbeard Sailing Club in New Bern on October 4th through 5th.  

On Friday the 4th we had a short cruise and a light dinner on the deck of the BSC clubhouse.  On 

Saturday we had 15 boats on display either on the hard or in the water. We estimate we had about 

150 members of the public view the boats. 
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November 

The last workshop of the year was held at John Justice’s Piglet in Pittsboro on November 16th.  The 

topic was how to properly sharpen workshop tools. Of course everyone had to check out the many 

projects underway in the shop.   
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December 

And of course, December is our annual Christmas Party and Awards Dinner hosted by Sharon & 

Bill Conley. After dinner we played some games and then gave out the awards.  Awards included:  

Pam Justice—best Christmas sweater; John Dougherty for his Christmas tie; Sharon received a spe-

cial recognition “Crabby Award”; and Cindy Jordan received a “Hostess with the Mostest” special 

recognition.  The dynamic duo of Larry & Eileen Lettick were “Rookies of the Year.”  Jim Hartman 

received the coveted Spirit of Cal Jordan award. Alan presented the ACBS Publications Award tro-

phy to Judy.   He also presented the ACBS Chapter Growth Award trophy to Jim Dean. Jim Alex-

ander presented long-time service award to Kevin Leiner and another to John Justice.  And last, 

but not least, Alan gave the President’s Award to Cindy Jordan.  Congratulations for all these de-

serving members for their contributions to make this chapter what it is—GREAT!  
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Other  

During the year our members attended and/or entered their boats in numerous boat shows in 

North Carolina and other states.  They sent us reports and pictures which we included in our month-

ly newsletter. 

There were a number of pop-up, informal gathering of two or more members—mostly to help each 

other with some project.  They also met to celebrate birthdays. 

Crossing the Bar 

We are sad to report that during 2024 we lost two of our members, Bill Baker and Jim Moores. We 

acknowledged their passing at our Christmas event. 

In closing, our chapter is blessed with a core group of members who actively participate and attend 

events—ours, those of other ACBS chapters, as well as events presented by other likeminded organi-

zations.  Our chapter is only as good as its members—and WE ARE GREAT thanks to you all!! 



 

14 

Page 14 2024 Annual Report 

 

Map of NC Counties in NC Coastal & Piedmont Chapter Boundaries 
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2024 End-of-Year Financial Report 

Submitted by Chapter Treasurer Kevin Leiner 

NC Coastal & Piedmont  

Chapter of the ACBS 

https://www.vintageboat.org/ 

 

2025 Officers & Directors 

 

President:  

Alan Hills (term ends 2025) 

 

Vice-President: 

Jeff Martinson (term ends 2026) 

 

Secretary: 

Judy Hills (term ends 2025) 

 

Treasurer: 

John Dougherty (Term ends 2026) 

 

2025 Directors: 

Jim Alexander (2025) 

Jim Hartman (2024) 

Bill Conley (2025) 

John Justice (2025) 

John Dougherty (2024) 

Kevin Leiner (2026) 

Membership Chair: 

Jim Alexander 

 

Scholarship Chair: 

Jim Alexander 

 

Web Master: 

Judy Hills 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

Judy Hills 
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